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All New 
Look You 
Asked For 
. . . And 
More! 






We've added more color, more sparkle, 
more shine to our new line with piping 
and flashy new prints. See these styles 



and more at your nearest Elite Gym-Kin 
dealer. We also specialize in team orders 
and warm-up suits. 


1230 Spruce Street, Reading, PA 19602 
Phone (215) 376-6522 


Elite Gym-Kin is THE supplier of gymnastic apparel for men and women. 


Nautilus: A Statement of Purpose 

Nautilus is a name which represents one of the most revolutionary concepts 
and probably the most unique company in the world. 

The Nautilus concept, first developed over thirty years ago by Arthur Jones, 
has been built on one basic premise, to pursue and publish the truth, whatever 
that truth happens to be. 

We therefore from the inception have taken a very direct and forthright 
approach toward our goal of disseminating accurate information based on a 
sound foundation of scientific research and pragmatic experience. This 
approach has been widely accepted in many areas of the athletic, scientific and 
medical community; however, other individuals, more accustomed to non- 
commital statements and hedged conclusions in scientific literature, have 
found this straightforward approach controversial. 

We have realized from the beginning that what we wrote and what we have 
built would be reviewed by people in one of three groups: 

Those who are biased for, and who believe everything [but more parti- 
cularly what they have heard most recently], 

Those who are biased against, and who believe nothing [those with too 
many years invested in their own beliefs to change], 

And those who are capable of logically assimilating information and for- 
mulating measured and sound conclusions. 

This third group has been the source of our major support through the years. 

Some, of course, assume that the very fact that we manufacture and sell a 
product tends to taint the credibility of our research and published findings. In 
fact, the existence of the Nautilus machine is a manifestation of our desire to 
turn revolutionary ideas into tangible realities. 

Nautilus is a concept - a concept applicable to any worthwhile tool. While it 
is our belief that the Nautilus machine is the most efficient means of imple- 
menting that concept, our primary goal is to guide the athletic community into 
a realization of the benefits to be derived from legitimate sports medicine. 


® Nautilus SPORTS/MEDICAL INDUSTRIES 

P.O.Box 1783 ■ Dept. GY ■ DeLand. Florida 32720 ■ (904)228-2884 
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Dept. GF, 1795 Express Drive North, Smithtown, N.Y. 1 1787 
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UNITED STATES GYMNASTICS FEDERATION: 

The winning team with the perfect 
score on benefits. 


Join the winning team. Over 125,000 gymnasts 
and over 700 clubs are members. Wfe offer even 
more in 1981-82 than before. 

Everyone scores perfect with these benefits: 

USGF Club Membership. By enrolling 100% of 
the club staff and students as USGF General 
Members, your club would automatically receive a 
million dollars of Comprehensive General Liability. 
The intent of this program is to insure that the 
club and parent or guardian will not be burdened 
by medical costs not covered by other programs, 
and that the club and its personnel are adequately 
covered for their liability exposure. Individual Gen- 
eral Members receive $50,000 excess medical cov- 
erage. Some of the club benefits include: 

1. 0,L,&T (Owners, Landlords and Tenants Liability). 

2. Hired and Nonowned Auto Liability. 

3. Incidental Medical Malpractice. 

4. Trampoline Coverage. 

5. Personal Injury Liability. 

6. Independent Contractors Liability. 

7. Premises Medical Payments. 

8. Extended Bodily Injury Liability. 

USGF Professional Membership. This member- 
ship is designed for the serious gymnastics coach, 
teacher, judge or program director. It offers profes- 
sional growth benefits as well as information on 
the USGF System of Competition. Some of the 
benefits include: 

1. USGF Technical Journal (bi-monthly). 

2. USGF GYMNASTICS Magazine (bi-monthly). 

3. $50,000 Excess Medical Coverage. 

4. Twenty-four Hour Accidental Death Benefits. 

5. Free Admission to Nationally Sponsored USGF 


Sports Medicine and National Program Clinics. 

6. College Credit Extension Courses from the Uni- 
versity of Utah. 

7. Voting Privileges in the USGF Women’s Com- 
mittee (must be 18 years old to vote). 

USGF Gold Card Membership. Some of the 
benefits of this membership include: USGF GYM- 
NASTICS Magazine (bi-monthly) and Voting Privi- 
leges in the USGF Women's Committee (must be 
18 years old to vote). 

USGF Athlete Membership. Athletes will not 
want to be without these benefits: 

1. $50,000 Excess Medical Coverage for USGF Sanc- 
tioned Competitions and Events (This does not 
cover the gymnasts during his/her daily training 
or travel to and from a USGF sanctioned event). 

2. $10,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment. 

3. Athlete Registration Number Required for ail 
USGF Sanctioned Competitive Events. 

USGF General Membership. Some of the bene- 
fits include: $50,000 Excess Medical Coverage and 
$10,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment. 

For more information on any of these member- 
ships, call or write: 

Cheryl Grace 

National Director 

U.S.G.F. Membership Program 

Bayly, Martin & Fay/San Antonio 

P.O. Box 17800 

San Antonio, Texas 78217 

1-800-531-7224 

1-800-531-7205 

1-800-292-5721 (Texas only) 


USGF EDITORIAL 


EDUCATION THROUGH 
COMMUNICATION 


ROGER COUNSIL 



I n the past year and a half, the new staff of the United States 
Gymnastics Federation has made every effort to increase 
communications with the membership of the gymnastics 
community. We are aware that we have an extremely large task 
before us in that we represent not only public school people but 
privately owned clubs, YMCAs, University Athletes, SOKOLS, 
Turners, and other gymnasts too numerous to mention. We are 
also aware that the needs of these various groups vary markedly. 
However, there are several consistent threads that run through all 
of the constituent members of our sport. They all have training 
needs. They all have educational needs. They all have a need for 
competition. We are making efforts to increase our offerings in 

For the first time we have been able to communicate with 
athletes through our greatly expanded, greatly improved 
magazine. We plan to continually improve our magazine over a 
period of time so that communication can be better. This 
improvement however, can not be as complete as we want it to be 
unless we have the cooperation of you, the gymnastics enthusiast. 
We need coaches to help promote the sport of gymnastics by 
sponsoring USGF events in their city. We need the ideas from you 
the athletes and you the coaches to carry in our magazine in the 
form of articles and opinions. These articles can address the many, 
many problems in the sport of gymnastics, safety or the lack of it, 
club economics, better international competitions, and the 
preparation of our teams for those competitions. Ideas on the role 
that you the readers feel that the USGF should be playing in the 
development of gymnastics and any other viewpoint toward 
gymnastics that you would like to share with the readership. 

The business of gymnastics is a very complex one because we 
have now taken on an educational program which is manifested in 
the new technical journal and in plans to offer college level credit 
for certain gymnastics seminars and technical seminars in conjunc- 
tion with the various events that occur around the US. We feel that 
the USGF is busier than it has ever been. 

We are also attempting to expand our product sales depart- 
ment. We have already begun a new array of USGF products, 
T-shirts, belt buckles, vests, etc.; (see USGF ad in this magazine). 
We will continue to add products to our line of offerings as time 
goes by. This is another service to our gymnastics membership that 
we feel can help the sport. 

The USGF Congress has been held in 1981 and was very well 
received. We made many improvements and modifications in the 
Congress and anticipate many more improvements in 1982. 

All in all the business of gymnastics is a very diverse one. We 
hope that you are beginning to see an improved service from the 
USGF office. We want to work together with you as a team in our 
various efforts. Again, I urge you to let us know your thoughts 
through articles through our publication and let us know what 
your needs are. We look forward to a long and productive 
association. 
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REACH YOUR GOALS 

1982 

AT THE WORLD'S FINEST GYMNASTICS CAMP 

NORTHFIELD / MT. HEHMON SCHOOL / MT. HERMON, MASS. 


IMPORTANT FACTS 
ABOUT U.S.G.T.C. 


UNITED STATES 
GYMNASTICS 


TRAINING CENTERS, INC. 


STAFF 

We employ one staff member for every five gymnasts, and there will not be mor 
than eight gymnasts to an insturctor in each class The stall is comprised ol to 


The gymnasts are tested and placed into ability groups and rotated through four 
classes a day, plus two or three general workout times. There is still time for 
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FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
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STAFF 

U.S.G.T.C. HAS THE WORLD'S 
LARGEST SUMMER STAFF 

Former Symposium & Summer Staff 

BELA & MARTA KAROLYI — 

World Famous Coach of the Romanian World 
Champions and NADIA COMANECI. 

PETER KORMANN — 

Olympic Medalist. 

MARIA BAKOS — 

Olympic and World Championship Team Dance 
Choreographer. 

ABE GROSSFELD — 

Men's National Coach, former Olympian, and 
World Championship Coach. 

RON GALIMORE — 

Olympian and National Champion. 

Our program is complimented by outstanding 
coaches from the United States and Europe. 
They are selected for their teaching ability 
and also their over-all qualities of living. Each 
of our four sessions are staffed by 50-70 
instructors. 

CHAMPIONSHIP GYMNASTS 
* Many champions train at U.S.G.T.C. * 
More gymnasts attend the U.S. Gymnastics 
Training Centers than any other U.S. Camp. 
Join gymnasts from around the world. 

The most exciting and unique program 
offered to gymnasts of all levels. 


SESSION ONE — JULY4-17 SESSION THREE — AUG. 1 - 13 
SESSION TWO — JULY 18-30 SESSION FOUR —AUG. 15-27 
SEND FOR OUR FREE, GIANT, FULL COLOR CAMP BROCHURE — 

U.S.G.T.C. / BOX 1090 / COTUIT, MASS. 02635 



Attention to detail 

is what sets Alpha Factor 
gymnastic wear apart from all 
others. In every Alpha Factor 
leotard you get the things you 
want — durable, super-stretch 
fabrics . . . shaped seats . . . 
wider crotches . . . fluid, 
flattering styles and colors 
. . . optional sewn-in panties, 
andUifails which add up to 
give you the competitive 
edge you deserve. 

Free full-color catalog of 
our Lycra® Competitive 
Leotards, Team Color 
Selections, Practice Basics, 
Warmups, Shoes, and 
Accessories available on 
request to teachers and 
coaches. 

Write on official letterhead to: 
Alpha Factor 
Valley View Road 
P.O. Box 6246 
York, PA 17406 
or phone (717) 757-2641 
"Catalog requests from 
non-teachers and 
non-coaches, include $2.00 
for shipping/handling. 







ISGF GYMNASTICS 

21st WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

MOSCOW 

Maxi Gnauck wins three golds. And an overview of the 21st World 
Championships. 

Article by Ward Black/Photography by Rich Kenney 


M oscow has come and gone. The gold medal gym- 
nasts of the 21st World Championships include 
Olga Bicherova, Yuri Korolev, Ralph Peter 
Heman, Koji Gushiken, Natalia Ilienko, Alex- 
ander Ditiatin, Alexander Tkachev, Michael Nikolay, Xiaoping Li 
andYuejiuLi. . . USA bronze medalists arejulianne McNamara and 
Tracee Talavera, Both the men’s and women’s teams from the 
Soviet Union won the team championship. Also, come and gone are 
the emotions from the podium and the floor ... the enthusiasm of 
the challenging Japanese men's team in the compulsory and op- 
tional team competitions; the look of emptiness on the face of Koji 
Gushiken who, slumped in a chair next to his last event, had just 
missed his ring compulsory for a 9.25 after stringing a 9.95, 9.80, 
9-90, 9.90 together to lead compulsory FX, PH and PB and finish 
second in HB, yet now tied for ninth in the all-around because of 
rings; politics — the Chinese men’s and women’s coaches protest- 
ing many scores throughout the week, climaxing when Yahong Ma 
and Zheng Zhu refused to accept their awards for UB finals; and no 
matter how questioning, the crowd excitement of Sundays event- 
finals, by the end of the day 11 “10’s" had been awarded. 


“Maxi ...” 

“And then there is Maxi ...” No individual dominated the World 
Championships as did the German Democratic Republic's Maxi 
Gnauck. She won three gold medals, winning three of four event- 
finals — vaulting, bars and beam. In the all-around Maxi was third 
after compulsories, .10 from the lead and in strong contention to 
challenge for the AA Championship . . . the World and Olympic 
title which have eluded her the last three years. 

In 1979 at the 20th World Championships, then at the Mos- 
cow Olympics and in 1980's World Cup Maxi was second, second 
and second. Each time losing to politics. Her gymnastics to many 
observers is unquestionably the world's finest. She was considered 
a better gymnast than Nelli Kim in 1979, and than Elena Davydova 
and Stella Zakharova in 1980. Going into these World Champion- 
ships in Moscow Maxi had hit 32 consecutive routines in four 
major international competitions, her last meet being the 
optional-only European Championships which she won over 
competition from Romania's Christina Grigoras and the USSR's Alla 
Misnik and Natalia Ilienko. But still no World or Olympic AA title. 
Always a bridesmaid. A third party victum . . . a casualty perhaps in 
the struggle of team competition between the Russian and 
Romanian women's teams. 

Maxi Gnauck was again prepared; an experienced internation- 
al performer. She had dutifully played second fiddle in respect to 


the older Nelli, accepted the inevitable insured Soviet Olympic 
victory at home in Moscow, and seemingly understood how poli- 
tics in judging flourishes blinding the obvious as she lost in 
Toronto at World Cup. Her East German teammates were not 
having a top World Championship meet. Regina Grabolle, Katerina 
Rensch, and Silvia Hindorff, all solid international performers, were 
not in Moscow, and the inexperience of Birgit Senff and Franka 
Voight showed in compulsory bars as both missed. Former World 
Uneven Bars Champion Steffi Kraker also followed with a miss on 
UB. The wheels were coming off for DDR. Some folks had remarked 
prior to the competition how down and lifeless the East German 
women’s team appeared. However, their team rebounded to finish 
a solid third in compulsories behind the USSR and China. 

Now, and again in Moscow, Maxi was the prestigious Europe- 
an Champion. Three years and 32 routines of top preparation . . . 
and then after Tuesday's four compulsory routines she was only . 1 0 
behind Ilienko and .05 behind Davydova. On Thursday Maxi began 
optionals on beam — mounting with round-off flip flop step-out 
on, tumbling passes of standing pike back; flip flop back-layout 
step-out; free forward roll to flip flop and dismounting with round- 
off double-full . . . score 9.80. On to her second event, floor exer- 

But in optional floor, the bottom fell out for Maxi . . . at World 
Cup the Fall before, her FX contained excellent tumbling with a 
full-in mount, a triple-full and a tuck double-back dismount. Yet 
here in Moscow, after starting optionals with a 9.80 BB, she supris- 
ingly and unfortunately began FX with a high tuck back; no fiill-in. 
Without expression Maxi moved through a few transitions then 
stopped, bent over to grab both her ankles and ended her routine 
without finishing. No all-around championship again. 

In the press conference following competition Maxi said she 
had aggrevated an old ankle injury which bothered her mostly in 
backward tumbling. Others expressed the possibility it could have 
been something else. 

Maxi was awarded a 2.50 on FX. . . then marched off to 
compete in her last two events V and UB which she unfailingly 
went on to win in event-finals along with beam. Leaving the endless 
speculation of the AA outcome. . . What if. . .? 

Both the USA's Men’s and Women’s Teams competed extremely 
well in these World Championships. The Women’s Team finished a 
strong sixth ahead of Bulgaria, Hungary, West Germany and Can- 
ada, only .20 behind fifth place Czechoslovakia and 2.65 out of 
third. The Men's Team finished in fifth behind a politically over- 
rated fourth place team from the DDR. The judging-politics of DDR 
in compulsories was shameful. Both USA Teams competed with 
favorable consistency and appeared capably prepared for the 


tough competition in Moscow by their coaches — Don Peters and 
Roe Krutzer for the women and men's coaches Abie Grossfeld and 
Makoto Sakamoto. If both the men's and women's team scores 
were combined the USA would finish a solid fourth place in the 
world. In order, the top eight teams would be: Soviet Union, 
Peoples Republic of China, DDR, USA, Japan, Romania, West 
Germany and Bulgaria. 


. . by the end of the day 1 1 ‘10’s’ had been 
awarded. ” 


The USA qualified three individual gymnasts each for both the 
men's and women’s AA -finals. All three USA men finished in the top 
15 — Bart Conner 11th, Peter Vidmar 13th and Jim Hartung 15th. 
Julianne McNamara finished the AA tied for seventh with 
Romania's Lavina Agache. This is the highest American placement 
for a woman in the all-around at a World or Olympic competition 
ever. Following Julianne were Kathy Johnson in a 15 th place tie 
with Jana Labacova (CSSR) and Tracee Talavera finished 20th. 

In event-finals both Julianne McNamara and Tracee Talavera 
won bronze medals; McNamara tying with Elena Davydova (USSR) 
on UB behind champion Maxi Gnauck and second place finisher 
Yahong Ma, while Talavera was winning her bronze on BB also won 
by Gnauck with China’s Yong Yan Chen in second. Going into 
beam finals Julianne was the leading qualifier after having won the 
compulsories, but unfortunately was overtime in finals causing her 
to finish fifth. She also competed in floor exercise finals, placing 
seventh. For the men Jim Hartung qualified for vaulting finals for 
the second World Championships in a row and finished in seventh 
position 

The all-around winners were both from the Soviet Union, Olga 
Bicherova and Yuri Korolev. In the AA, the USSR women finished 
one-two-three, the USSR men one-two with Japan’s Gushiken in 
third. Besides Maxi's three finals victories there was Russia's 
Natalia Ilienko winning floor. For the men there were many ties in 
finals: FX — Yuejiu Li (PRC) and Yuri Korolev (USSR), PH — 
Xiaoping Li (PRC) and Michael Nikolay (DDR), PB — Alexander 



Scot! Johnson is from Colorado Springs, CO. A ju 
Nebraska, he competed in bis first major interna 
placed 42nd in the AA out of 171 competitors. 


Ditiatin (USSR), and Koji Gushiken (JPN ); while winning singularly 
were R — Ditiatin (USSR), V — Ralph Peter Heman (DDR) and HB 
— Alexander Tkachev (USSR). 

Besides the champions being determined in Moscow, many 
other, sometimes mysterious, things happened along the way . . . 
as in the case of Japan's Kiyoshi Goto. In HB finals Goto was 
awarded a 10.0 for his routine, but he failed to win a medal — 
finishing fourth. Maxi Gnauck's unexpected mistake in floor 
exercise which perhaps cost her the World AA Championship. 
Other top gymnasts who missed included women's compulsory 
winner Natalia Ilienko, who then finished sixth in Competition I 
failing to qualify for the AA finals; and China's Yuejiu Li missing 
both PH and PB, he too failed to qualify for AA finals. In the AA after 
compulsories and optionals, the Russian men placed first through 
fourth and the Russian women first through sixth. The women’s AA 
champion qualified for only one event-final and there finished last. 
In all the Soviet Union won 20 of 36 medals, winning 9 of the 14 
gold medals. And how did Russia's Alexander Ditiatin finish top 3 in 
competition I AA mounting FX in optionals with a piked-arabian, 
with bad knee form, to a forward roll, and then stumble around in 
the corner ... to score 9.65? There was the always present and 
seemingly unsolvable problem of judging-politics, and the comic 
rumor the judges were again using their copy of the “Mystery 
Supplement" to the Code of Points FIG rulebook. And finally the 
post-meet unsubstantiated accusations from the press as well as 
some athletes who contended some of the female gymnasts were 
not of the prescribed age of 1 5 — that a few, including the AA 
Champion Olga Bicherova, were only 14 years old. 

Moscow, the host city for the 21st World Championships, is 
located halfway around the world from America, 7,000 miles from 
New York City. The principal city for the Soviet Union, it has a 
population of over 7 million and is located between the 55 and the 
57 parallels. In North America this becomes the middle of 
Hudson's Bay in Canada. For the week of the competition the 
weather was cold and mostly overcast, the temperature usually 
between 25° and 30°. The colors of the streets, buildings, and the 
peoples clothes were dark and dull; the government’s billboard 
messages were bright and colorful. The people on the street were 
crowded and hushed while in private these Russian people were 
warm and friendly. The USA delegation to Moscow included 16 
gymnasts, 4 coaches and 4 judges. ABC's Kurt Thomas, Gordon 
Maddux and A1 Micheals were there. USGF personnel were present 
to attend the FIG Congress held in conjunction with the 
Championships. And over 30 people were on the USGF tour to 
support and cheer on the USA athletes and their coaches as were 
other Americans present in Moscow. Each came away from Russia 
with their own individual impressions of the Russian people, their 
country and the city of Moscow; leaving also with various insights 
and thoughts about the world competition in gymnastics for 1981. 

The coverage in this magazine includes: complete results; 
articles covering women's event finals, men's AA finals, team com- 
petitions and the USA Teams. A contributing article is written by 
Jim Howard. A tri-author account of the World Championships for 
Rhythmic Gymnastics is the concluding feature. The March/April 
issue of USGF GYMNASTICS will feature World Championships' 
articles on women’s AA finals and men’s event finals, reports by 
the coaches and judges and overviews of technique and sports 
medicine. 


(right) Julianne McNamara emerged as one of the top gymnasts in the 
world today, finishing the all-around finals in seventh-, the highest all- 
around placement ever achieved by an American woman in either World 
or Olympic competition. Julianne also uon a bronze medal, winning 
third on the uneven bars while making event finals in two additional 
events — floor exercise and balance beam Concept photo: 

Maxi Gnauck was expected to finally win a world all-around title, but 
faltered in FX. as three Russian 's placed 1 -2-3- Maxi went on to win three 
gold medals in V, BB and UB. 
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R. Scott Crouse 


In women's event finals, Julianne McNamara and Tracee Talavera each 
finished in third; Julianne winning a bronze medal on uneven bars and 
Tracee on balance beam. 


Usa Bronze 



It has been for the past several years that fifteen year old 
Tracee Talavera has been one of the best gymnasts in America. In 
1979 she was too young to compete in the last World Champion- 
ships, in 1980 the boycott of the Olympic Games stole her 
Olympic participation. Yet in 1981 after many years of work and 
preparation she competed in her first major international 
competition. In 1980 Julianne McNamara won the Championships 
of the USA and also made the United States Olympic team. This year 
Julianne won the prestigious American Cup and has emerged as 
one of the best gymnasts in the world. Both girls arc not only USA 
teammates, but live and train together in Eugene, Oregon with 
their coaches Dick and Linda Mulvihill — both won bronze medals 
at the 21st World Championships in Moscow: Talavera finishing 
third on the balance beam and Julianne tying for third on the 
uneven bars with the Soviet Union's Elena Davydova. 

East Germany's Maxi Gnauck demonstrated her years of inter- 
national experience in high level of execution and difficulty by 
winning three individual gold medals — vaulting, uneven bars, and 
balance beam. Her excellence as a competitor and the perfection 
she performed in her routines were enjoyed, cheered and admired 
by all of the spectators, coaches, athletes and judges from all over 
the world. 


Vault: 

Stella Zakharova (USSR) — 1st vault: handspring pike front 
with half twist. Excellent height, excellent distance. Took two or 
three steps backwards. 9-65 

2nd vault: Layout tsukahara with full twist. Slight pike with small 
form breaks in the legs and feet. Excellent flight and repulsion. 
"Most powerful run in competition! 9-80 AVERAGE 9.725 
Maxi Gnauck (GDR) — 1st vault: tucked tsukahara with full 
twist. Excellent height and distance. Took two steps on landing. 
Good form and mechanics. 9.80 

2nd vault: Layout tsukahara. One step in the landing with pike in 


post flight. Excellent form. "Excellent speed in run! 9.80 
AVERAGE 9.800 

Cuiling Li (PRC) — 1st vault: tucked tsukahara with full twist. 
Very high vault, very good execution, no form breaks, good landing. 

9.80 

2nd vault: layout tsukahara. Too high on-flight. Very short on 
landing, ended up on hands and knees. 9-05 AVERAGE 9-425 
Lavinia Agache (ROM) — 1st vault: tsukahara with full twist. 
Performed by doing cartwheel on to horse rather than half-on in 
on-flight. A lot of height, good twist mechanics, good landing. 
•Strong run for very small gymnast! 9-70 
2nd vault: layout tsukahara. Piked as leaving the horse on 
post-flight. Entire vault very piked. 9.60 AVERAGE 9.650 
Steffi Kraker (GDR) — 1st vault: layout tsukahara. Excellent 
height, excellent distant, good stretch of body in post-flight, stuck 
landing. (Best layout tsuk of finals.) 9.80 
2nd vault: tsukahara full twist, tucked. Little late leaving the horse 
(bent arms), body position good but vault ended up being low on 
landing Very strong run! 9.70 AVERAGE 9.750 
Elena Davydova (USSR) — 1st vault: full twist on, full twist off. 
Excellent body position (straight, tight, head in). Over-twisted on 
post flight with one step. 9.80 

2nd vault: Full twist on, to tucked front salto off. Little too high in 
on-flight thus resulting on very low post-flight ending up landing 
sitting down. Some vault!! "(In 1980 Olympic Games she stood up 
the same vault!) 9-35 AVERAGE 9.575 
Eva Maracova (TCH) — 1st vault: front handspring, tucked front 
salto with half twist. Body open quite a bit on landing, slow Vi twist, 
hands touched. 9-20 

2nd vault: tsukahara tucked with half twist. Tucked early causing 
slow rotation, very low landing, three steps backward. 9.20 
AVERAGE 9.200 

Zheng Zhu (PRC) — 1st vault: tucked tsukahara with full twist. 
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High on-flight, feet went way past the horse, very short landing to 
hands and knees. 9-30 

2nd vault: layout tsukahara. Extreme pike in after-flight, not much 
repulsion or distance. 9-95 AVERAGE 9-429 


Vault — Final 


1 Maxi Gnauck 

2 Stella Zakharova 

3 Steffi Kraker 

4 Elena Davydova 

5 Lavinia Agache 

6 Zheng Zhu 

7 Cuffing Li 

8 Eva Maracova 


GDR 9.85 9.90 

USSR 9.80 9.75 

GDR 9.65 9.80 

USSR 9.70 9.80 

ROM 9.60 9.65 

PRC 9.80 9.70 

PRC 9.70 9.65 

TCH 9-60 9.65 


9.875 9.800 19.675 
9775 9.725 19.500 
9.725 9.750 19.475 
9.750 9.575 19.325 
9.625 9-650 19 275 
9.750 9.425 19.175 
9.675 9.425 19.100 
9.625 9-200 18.825 


Uneven Bars: 

Julianne McNamara (USA) — Excellent routine from mount to 
dismount. Free hips, stalders and giant swings were all done excel- 
lent to very straight body in handstands. All pirouettes done on top 
of the bars with excellent body alignment and with quickness and 
sureness. Dismount, free hip front with half twist, good — stuck 
landing — fine landing to a gread routine! 9-90 
Note: As the judges changed requirments in Moscow regarding 
number of elements on one bar, Julianne was instructed by Don 
Peters, National Team Coach, to take out the front hip circle, 
change to under grip, reverse stalder combination. Having been 
able to go through this in the practice gym, Julianne ended up 
performing like a true champion. 

Yongyen Chen (PRC) — Excellent body positions! Good giant 
swings, no unusual combinations or skills. Dismounted with piked 
Comaneci — no stalders! Routine performed very well. 9.70 



Olga Bicherova (USSR) — Uses the bar very wide and she 
herself is a very tiny gymnast. Swing with stalders and free hip 
circles extremely well, giant swings very quick to straight body 



Three Golds — Maxi Gnauck won three events at the 2 1st World Cham- 
pionships, beam, uneven bars and vaulting. 


The Soviet Union’s Natalia Ilienko won the compulsory session in Com- 
petition /, and went on to win the World Championship in floor exercise 

handstands, suppose to do stalder blind change to reverse stalder, 
but missed stalder blind change, covered up, continued routine. 
Transitions, i.e. kips, etc. were weak. 9.55 
Elena Davydova (USSR) — Giant down to l'/z twist regrasp 
(similar to sole circle l'/z regrasp) on high bar. Also giant to 
reverse hecht on high bar! No stalders. Bent knees slightly on piked 
front dismount — good landing. 9.80 

Maxi Gnauck (GDR) — Not a whole lot more can be said about 
this tremendous routine. Very straight body on handstands, very 
good use of the rails, in terms of bar compression, stomach whip to 
straight body uprise to handstand and stomach whip to Veronin 
vault over high bar. Swing was with very straight body, dismount 
— clear circle front salto with Vz twist, stuck landing. Dismount 
was very high above the high bar. 10.0 
Yahong Ma (PRC) — Excellent swing work in stalders and free 
hip. Very flexible, very strong, transitions between bars (i.e. kips, 
pirouettes, bar compression) not quite as strong as Gnauck or 
McNamara. Definitely can “swing" bars. Dismount: single bar 
hecht back (tucked) with full twist — tough! 9.90 
Lavinia Agache (ROM) — Predominately clear hips, giants, one 
stalder, all bent arms on all circle movements. Dismount: fly-away 
to tucked double salto. Three steps backwards. Strong gymnast! 
9.70 

Kristina Grigorash (ROM) — Clear hips predominately, stal- 
der work very, very good — too much bent arms on kips, no giant 
swings, steps on dismount. Chinese coaches protested Ma’s score. 
Judges ended up having the scores remain as posted. Chinese 
coaches did not allow their girls to go up to the awards stand for 
awards. 9.85 
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Yahong Ma 
Elena Davidova 
Julianne 
McNamara 

Kristina 
Grigorash 
Yongyan Chen 
Lavinia Agache 


9-85 9.95 9.900 10.00 19.900 

9.90 9.90 9.900 9.900 19.800 

9 90 9.90 9.900 9.800 19.700 

9.75 9.85 9 . 8009.900 19-700 

9.70 9.90 9.800 9.850 19.650 

9.80 9.80 9.800 9-700 19.500 

9.70 9.80 9.750 9.700 19.450 


8 Olga Bicherova USSR 9.85 9.85 9.850 9.5! 


1st medal — Great day for Julianne, her excellent coaches, Dick 
and Linda Mulvahill, the National Coaches and the rest of the U.S.! 


Balance Beam: 


qualifier scoring a 9.55 in compulsories and 9.80 in optionals: 
qualifying with a 9-675 average, .05 ahead of East Germany's Maxi 
Gnauck. Talavera was going into the finals in 6th position. 

Jiani Wu (PRC) — Excellent routine. Body position very good, 
straight, poised, good head position in leaps and turns, beautiful 
arms, dance exquisite, worked high releve, excellent flexibility, 
does flip flop back dive straddle down to the end. Round-off double 
full for dismount, very solid. 9.75 

Marla Filatova (USSR) — Looked nervous, first tumbling pass 
was standing flip flop punch both feet to pike back salto, fell. After 
returning to the balance beam, she performed an excellent routine 
with very solid tumbling, very high leaps, very poised expression. 
Dismounted with flip flop, flip flop, piked double salto, one step. 
9.30 


Going into balance beam finals, Julianne was the leading Tracee Talavera (USA) — One of the strongest and most poised 
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routines of the evening. A circle around the end of the beam and 
press for the mount was verv sharp, very exact. Side aerial to back 
handspring pass, perfect layout stepout, no wobbles, Thomas flair 
to splits, was well done and well liked by the crowd with many 
cheers. Round-off full for dismount. Super routine! 9.70 

Crowd booed and whistled for several minutes, feeling the 
score was too low, American coaches also felt score was too low. 
Judges, judges, judges! #2 bronze for USA — great day for Tracee. 

Rodica Dunka (ROM) — Small bobbles throughout routine, fall 
on flip flop back. Looked unsure — not like usually solid Romanian 
team on beam. 9.10 

Yongyan Chen (PRC) — Beautiful dance, strong tumbling, side 
aerial to back to straddle down — beautiful! Solid routine. 9-70 
Elena Davydova (USSR) — Strong beginning, but fall on front 
aerial! ! USSR? Had bobble on flip flop back tuck, thus caused several 
other very easy bobbles on full turns and several dance elements. 
Not a good routine for past Olympic Champion. 9-15 
Julianne McNamara (USA) — Small bobble on full turn, excel- 
lent one arm handstand!! Very solid high dynamic tumbling, very 
high side straddle jump. Dance was excellent, worked high in 
releve. Very poised, experience prevails again. Round-off full for 
dismount, one small step. However, very well held one arm hand- 
stand and planche caused an overtime deduction and lowered 
score to 9-55 from 9-70. Excellent routine without question 
(should have medaled also on beam). Tough break for Julianne! 
BALANCE BEAM — FINAL 


imp. Opt. Prelim. Finals 


1 Maxi Gnauck GDR 

2 Yongyan Chen PRC 

3 Tracee Talavera USA 

3 JianiWu PRC 


9.45 9.80 9.625 9.900 19525 

9.45 9.70 9.575 9.700 19.275 

9.40 9.70 9.550 9.700 19.250 

9.30 9.70 9.500 9.750 19.250 


McNamara 

6 Maria Filatova 

7 Elena Davydova 

8 Rodica Dunca 


USA 



ROM 


9.55 

9.45 

950 

9.35 


9.80 9.675 

9.70 9.575 

9.70 9.600 

9.70 9.525 


9.550 19.225 

9.300 18.875 
9.150 18.750 
9.100 18.625 


FLOOR EXERCISE: 

Elena Davydova (USSR) — Crowd pleaser and favorite to win 
floor exercise. Mounts with Arabian 1-3/4 salto in finals only. 
Second pass round-off flip flop — layout salto 1 Vt twist — punch 
front salto. Dismount, round-off flip flop double full. Beautiful 
routine, excellent tumbling. Egyptian type music, very classy per- 
formance (you had to watch)! 9.90 

Jia Wen (PRC) — Acoustic guitar and castinets for music. Mount 
with double-back salto, second pass was triple frill. Excellent, best 
of the meet. Round-off l'/i twisting dive roll. Excellent dance, 
possibly should have beaten Davydova!?! 9.80 
Natalia Ilienko (USSR) — Beautiful dancer!! Round-off flip flop 
whip-over whip-over, flip flop tuck double-back salto for mount. 
Dismounted with pike double back. One of the most elegant 
dancers and performers of the competition without question!! 
After compulsories was leading all-around and also floor exercise. 
Rough day in Competition IB. 9.95 

Yahong Ma (PRC) — Mounts with round-off flip flop pike 
double-back. Second pass 1 Vi twisting salto to punch front. Dis- 
mounted last pass double full. Also has full twisting dive roll in 
routine. Routine original with beautiful music and choreographed 
very well. Dance and tumbling were executed with extreme per- 
fection and an excellent presentation. 9.75 
Zoia Grancharova (BUL) — Mounted with triple twist, but a 

(Left) In her first World Championships, Tracee Talavera won a bronze 
medal, placing third on balance beam. (Right) Julianne McNamara 
scored a 9.90 in the event-finals of uneven-bars, tying China's YabongMa 
for the second highest score in finals. Maxi Gnauck scored the nights only 
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little short ( 2-3/4 ). Second pass, punch front stcp-out round-off flip 
flop tucked double-back. Music was done with synthesizer, excel- 
lent routine. Confident and strong delivery of exercise and re- 
ceived nice ovation by spectators. Impressive gymnast! 9.85 


Galina Marinova (BUL) — - First pass was triple twist, little low 
and one step. Pike double-back for second pass and double full 
dismount. Miss in tumbling. Strong gymnast and much improved 
since American Cup! Also must note that a handspring with a full 
twist (exactly like the compulsory vault) was performed by Mari- 
nova on the floor!! 9-20 

Rodica Dunka (ROM) — Pike double-back mount, double full 
dismount. Good dance, constantly moving around floor. Routine 
gets lost in the orchestrated music, too much done in the routine 
therefore nothing really stands out. 9-75 

Julianne McNamara (USA) — Pike double-back, little short and 
low. Second pass, Russian front step-out round-off, flip flop, double 
full. Double full dismount. Crowd really behind her. 9.70 
FLOOR EXERCISE — FINAL 


1 Natalia Ilienko USSR 

2 Elena Davydova USSR 

3 Zoia Grancharova BUL 

4 Jia Wen PRC 

5 Yahong Ma PRC 
5 Rodica Dunka ROM 

7 Julianne 
McNamara USA 

8 Galina Marinova BUL 


Comp. Opt. Prelim. Finals 

9.90 9-90 9-900 9.950 19.850 

9.90 9.85 9.875 9.900 19.775 

985 9.80 9.825 9.850 19.675 

9.90 9.55 9.725 9800 19.525 

9.80 9.60 9.700 9.750 19.450 

9.80 9.60 9.700 9.750 19.450 

9.80 9.65 9-725 9-70019-425 

9.75 9.70 9.725 9.200 18.925 


*Note: Statistics for tumbling passes in finals that reflected all of 
the top eight teams — 

Mounts (first pass) 

(1) Arabian 1-3/4 

(3) Pike double-back saltos 

(2) Triple twists 
(l)Tuck double-back salto 

(1) Whip over to tuck double- 
back 

Second pass 

(2) 1 Vi twist, punch front 

(1) Triple twist 

(2) Pike double-back salto 
(2) Front step-out to double 

( 1 ) 1 '/; twisting dive roll 
Dismounts (third pass) 

(6) Double fulls 
( 1 ) Double-back salto tucked 
( 1 ) Double-back salto piked 

General Notes: "Vault — It is important to point out at this time 
of a problem the U.S. gymnasts have in this event while competing 
internationally. It is very noticeable the USA gymnasts do not run as 
quickly or as fast or hard as the European athletes. Also the prob- 
lems the USA gymnasts have in jumping off the wood board which 
is used in any other international competition other than in the 
USA. This discussion will have to be looked at very closely by the 
Elite coaches in the U.S. as well as our national coaching staff to 
come up with some common decisions as to how we can best 
improve in our preparation of our gymnasts in this event, 


(above left) 

1980 Olympic AA Champion, Elena Davydova, was third in the AA She 
made even! finals in all four events finishing seventh on beam, fourth on 
vaulting, and winning a silver on floor and a bronze on uneven-bars — 
tying with Julianne McNamara 
(below right) 

Yahong Ma Peoples Republic of China won the silver medal on uneven- 
bars, but refused to accept her silver medal in protest over what the 
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especially in the areas of the run and arrival onto the horse and the 
problems caused by the use of the wood boards. There is no 
question that the USA gymnasts can somersault and twist very well 
yet in order to do this efficiently they need to be able to leave the 
horse and have time to do the complex vaults that have multiple 
saltos and twists. 

Uneven bars — This event has probably displayed the greatest 
area of improvement of all the four Olympic events. All the gym- 
nasts from all the teams seem to swing much better on the circling 
type movements, giants, clear hips and stalders. Although circling 
movements are still the greatest predominate move performed on 
the bars it appears now, because of the trend in gymnastics (men) 
from the horizontal bar, our future champions in the U.S. as well as 
the future champions of the world will have to have at least one 
major release within the composition of the exercise. It also ap- 
pears that circling to the handstand position with some type of 
twisting either half, full or 1 Vi twist will also be a very common 
sight in the future of routines at the international level. 

Balance beam — Risks seem to be taken only in the area of 
tumbling with one outstanding major tumbling pass and the rou- 
tine crescendo to a very strong dismount Turns on one foot seem 
to be very simple and only the minimum used. Dismounts were all 
predominately double twists with the exception of two 
double-back somersaults. 

Floor exercise — Much better adaptation to the orchestrated 
type of music and a very strong push still toward very strong and 
difficult tumbling. The tumbling is now being done with better 
execution to enhance the dance and not overshadow a weak 
dancer by doing difficult tumbling skills like the '•circus.” 
Judging — Judging was slow and seemed that too much politics 
were played. The crowd was very impatient after every routine 
starting from the very first event, evident by the constant boos and 
whistles from them. The finals competition lasted much longer 
than it should have because of the manipulation by the judges of 
the athletes’ scores. It also should be noted here as to how hard 
Jackie Fie, who is our only member ever on the International 
Gymnastics Federation Womens Technical Committee, worked in 
helping to keep the scores in line on uneven bars and balance beam 
to give the USA a very proud day by winning the two bronze 
medals. Her integrity was displayed with her hard work and efforts 
to insure fairness in winning rather than manipulation in winning. 
Thank you Jackie for being our representative! Also, it should be 
noted here our two participating judges, Delene Darst and Sharon 
Valley, should be highly commended for their efforts on the judg- 
ing panels during the World Championships. 

Coaching staff — It would be very easy to write a complete 
article on our national coaches for the World Championships in 
Moscow. But briefly, I would like to express sincere "thanks and 
congratulations" to our National Team Coach Don Peters and his 
assistant Roe Kreutzer for their very professional, thoughtful and 
well done job during the training camp, the competition in Ger- 
many and, of course, the 2 1 st World Championships. Their prepa- 
ration of our team was very complex and at times extremely trying, 
yet they displayed a very important and often overlooked consis- 
tent low-key attitude along with a great deal of support and under- 
standing of their athletes needs with expertise which allowed our 
team and individual athletes to have a very successful 1981 World 
Championships. 


(above right) 

Tracee Talavera scored a 9.40 beam compulsory, finishing eighth, and a 
9. 70 optional, finishing third, in Competition I; this qualified her in sixth 
place going into beam finals. 

(below right) 

Julianne McNamara finished seventh in floor finals. Qualifying for three 
events in finals, FX, UB and BB, Julianne was the leader on beam going 
into finals — winning Competition / optionals and finishing second in 
compulsories 





liSGF GYMNASTICS JAN/FEB '« 



Jim Howard 


The Soviet men finished the all around finals first and second, with 
Bogden Makuts winning the silver medal. In third was Japan’s 
Koji Gushiken. 

MEIN’S WORLD 

All Around Champion- 
yuri Korolev, Ussr 


Editor’s note: Jim Howard coaches along with Francis Allen at 
the University of Nebraska. Their Nebraska teams have won the last 
three consecutive NCAA Team Championships, and the 
gymnastics program has produced many NCAA Champions and 
All-Americans over the years. Before returning to coach at his alma 
mater, Jim 's teams from the University of Wisconsin — LaCrosse 
won two NAIA National Championships, achieved a 123-19 
won-loss record and he was named NAIA Coach of the Year in 
1971, '73 and '74. Jim traveled to Moscow to watch the three 
Nebraska gymnasts compete for the USA — Jim Hartung, Scott 
Johnson and Phil Cahoy. This was his second trip to Russia, in 1973 
he served as the assistant coach for the USA team at the World 
University Games held in Moscow. 

Competition II, the so called "All-Around Finals" is an interest- 
ing situation. The rules state that the top 36 gymnasts from compe- 
tition 1A (compulsory) and IB (optional) will compete for the 
all-around title. But, reading the fine print reveals that not all of the 
top 36 get a chance to compete in competition II. As a spectator I 
feel cheated when I do not get what I paid for . . , and that's the 
opportunity to see the very best gymnasts fight it out for the top 
rankings in international competition. Why does this situation 
exist? Gymnastics must be the only sport that denies qualified 
athletes from competing within the qualifying structure . . . top 
36! 

According to FIG rules, no country will be allowed to qualify 
more than three competitors for Competition II. Why?? Who 
knows!?! Because of the mysterious rule, twelve very fine gymnasts 
did not have a chance to improve their international rankings and 
the spectators were denied a chance to see the worlds most 
spectacular athletes perform. 

In the top 10, two Russian gymnasts were eliminated. . . #4 
Tkachev ( 1 17.65) and #8 Akopian ( 1 17.40). The second ten saw 
five gymnasts being replaced. . . #14 Goto (JPN, 116.45); #16 
Yamawaki (JPN, H6.40); #16 Sut (URS, 116.40); #19 Heman 
(GDR, 116.20); and, #20 Kanai (JPN, 115.95). Of the remaining 
"Top 36”, four were bumped . . . #26 Bronst(GDR, 115.55); #26 
Peng (CHN, 115.55); #30 Jansch (GDR, 115.35); and #32 U 
(CHN, 115.05). 

Replacing these 12 gymnasts were athletes qualifying 
#37-#52. That's right!! The #36 gymnast in Competition II 
actually qualified in the 52nd place. USA gymnasts who did not 
qualify in the "Top 36” were #42 Scott Johnson and #45 Phil 
Cahoy. Six gymnasts who placed lower than Cahoy were allowed 
to advance and Warren Long (Canada) who was tied with Cahoy, 
advanced and eventually placed 22nd in the AA finals. I'm happy 
for Warren, but I'm not sure this makes Phil, or any of the other 
gymnasts who were bumped from the competition, feel any better. 


I believe it's time the FIG took a serious look at the Competi- 
tion II qualifying rule; it’s time for a change! Too many outstanding 
athletes are being overlooked and the gymnastics fan is being 
cheated from seeing many outstanding performances. The obvious 
solution to the problem is to allow the "Top 36" qualifiers to 
advance into the All-Around finals, but I’m not sure the FIG will 
settle for such a simple solution. A compromise solution might be 
to allow all gymnasts qualifying # 1 -# 1 2 to advance, two gymnasts 
from each country qualifying in positions #13-24, and one gym- 
nast from each country who qualifies #25-#36. Under this format, 
the very best will be on the floor ... at least the top twelve. 

So much for editorializing ... on with the competition! 

As usual the "Top 36" are randomly placed in six groups of six 
gymnasts and each group starts on a different event, then rotates in 
Olympic order (FX, PH, R, V, PB,HB) throughout the competition. 
This makes for a very efficient meet, but impossible for the specta- 
tor to see all the 216 performances. 

The following is an accounting of the competition concen- 
trating on the “Top 10" and the three USA gymnasts. 

Round #1: The Russians appeared to be prepared to domi- 
nate the all-around with Korolev (59.025), Makuts (58.950) and 
Ditiatin (58.875) holding the top three spots. There was only 0.70 
of a point separating the top 10, so anything could happen. 

Questions that would have to be answered by the end of the 
meet. Could a relatively young Korolev show enough poise to 
outlast the veterans Makuts and Ditiatin? Would the defending 
World and Olympic Chaippion, Ditiatin, make a come back? Would 
the USA gymnasts Conner, Vidmar and Hartung perform up to their 
coaches expectations and improve their all-around rankings? 

Ditiatin opened the meet on vault with relatively weak hand- 
spring brani and an unstable landing for a very low 9.70 . . . ! Low 
by this competitions standards. Korolev started on rings. Kip to a 
high cross and then "L" cross pull out was an unimpressive 
strength part for openers. A good "stiff-stiff” press was followed by 
an attempted inverted cross which was badly over arched and 
almost ended in disaster. A quick bail to a handstand didn't help 
much. The handstand was over arched and the rings were swingly 
badly. 

A forward bail iniocate to a forward giant got things under 
control and the dismount was a bail to a giant dislocate ending with 
a tremendous triple fly-away . . . stuck cold! The young Russian 
seems to have a little poise! The judges seemed to overlook the first 
half of the set in lieu of the triple . . . score 9.90. 

Makuts also started on rings. I felt his swing parts were much 
more solid than Korolev's and his strength part, a regular cross, was 
held correctly. Makuts dismounted with a very nicely done back 
giant to a handstand followed by backward bail to an immediate 
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triple fly-away. The landing was high, but he did take one small 
step . . . score 9.90. 

Tong Fei who was holding down fourth place got started on 
PB with a good routine which included a straight arm strueli and a 
hecht vault to a “Kato Hop,” but the dismount was an easy 
tuck-double which was badly “cowboyed" . . . score 9.80. 

Kajitani was trying to hold onto fifth, but his handspring 
tucked brani-out vault, which was very high and had excellent 
distance, was not landed well for a 9.70. 

Gushiken apparently knew he had to pull out all the stops to 
move up from sixth place ... he did! His first event was PB . . . 
Wow, straight arm giant, straight arm "peach basket," "Healy Spin," 
a truly amazing set. The only fault was a small hop on the tucked 
double-back dismount . . . score 9-90. 

To round out the Top 10, #7 M. Nikolay received a very high 
9.80 on rings for a set that had two shakey handstands, a weak cross 
and a weak press. Li Ning, #8 got through floor with a 9.70, a good 
score, considering he had to water down his set because of a severe 
ankle injury. Only two doubles instead of three . . . That's watering 
down? Sotomura, #9, couldn't handle HB for a 9.45 and #10, 
Bruckner, hit vault for a 9-75. 

The USA boys, #11 Conner, #14 Vidmar and #16 Hartung 
were struggling to hold their positions. Conner's vault was ade- 
quate, but a step on the landing held him to a 9.70. Vidmar had 
plenty of difficulty in his PH routine, but a series of small form 
breaks on his “Magyar Spindle" kept his score at a 9.60. Hartung hit 
a good ring set, although he dismounted with tucked full-in, which 
was landed poorly, the judges awarded him a 9-80. At this stage of 
the game we’ll take anything we can get! End Round # 1 . . . 


Korolev 
Makuts 
Gushiken 
Tong Fei 
Ditiatin 


68.925 

68.850 

68.625 

68.600 


6. Kajitani 
6. Nikolay 

8. Li Ning 

9. Bruckner 
0. Conner 


Vidmar had slipped to #15 and Hartung moved up 


68.450 
68.450 
68.150 
68.075 
67.950 
to #13- 


Round #2 : Korolev again was right on the money with piked 
handspring brani-out vault which he drilled to the mat . . . score 
9.90. Makuts could not match Korolev’s jump with his lull twisting 
Tsuk which developed in a tuck position and ended in a pike. The 
landing was low with two steps backward . . . score 9.80. Kind of 
high considering the steps on the landing. 

Gushiken who had made the biggest jump in round one 
executed a relatively stock HB set which contained good angles 
and a very high layout double fly-away . . . score 9.85. A good score 
for a routine that contained very little risk. 


“ . . It’s time the FIG took a serious look at 
the Competition II qualifying rule ...” 


Tong Fei was about to make his move on HB. His routine was 
incredible! Stem, stalder, forward one-arm giant, pirouette, back- 
ward one-arm giant, backward one-arm giant, switch to backward 
one-arm giant on opposite arm, reverse hecht, kip change, inverts, 
hop pirouette and a double twisting double fly-away which he 
stuck cold . . . score 10.00! 

Ditiatin, who had dropped from third to fifth, contined to lose 
ground on PB. His dismount sequence of bent arm peach lay-away, 
swing pirouette to a tuck double which over rotated and took 
three steps backward very nearly sitting down earned him a 9.60. It 
was obvious the defending champion was in trouble. 

Kajitani headed up the bottom five, but not for long He sat 
down on his double front dismount after an almost flawless PB 
routine . . . score 9.50. Nikolay vaulted to a 9.80. Li Ning missed a 
"Thomas flair” and fell to a 9.40 on PH and Bruckner was holding 
his own with a 9.75 on PB. Conner had a chance to move up with a 
good set on PB, but too many little handsteps, an arched handstand 
on his last stutz and a step on the dismount held his score to a 9.75. 

Down in the second ten Vidmar and Hartung were steadily 
making progress. Vidmar hit an excellent ring set for a 9.85 and 
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Hartung stuck his handspring tucked brani-out, but too many 
deductions in the preflight phase held his score to a 9.75. End 


Round #2. . . 

1. Korolev 78.825 6. Ditiatin 78.175 

2. Makuts 78.650 7. Kajitani 77.950 

3. TongFei 78.600 8. Bruckner 77.825 

4. Gushiken 78.475 9- Conner 77.700 

5. Nikolay 78.250 10. U Xiaoping 77.575 


Li Ning slipped to #11, Hartung moved to #12 and Vidmar 
jumped to #14. 

Round #3: Korolev executed a very good PB set which 
included a giant swing, stutz, giant swing immediated straddle cut 
combination very nicely done, but a small form break and a hand 
step on a back toss cost h*m . . . score 9.80. 


“TongFei blew a good opportunity to hold 
on to third place when he kicked out of his 
double side somersault mount on FX a 
little early and fell back ...” 


Makuts had a chance to gain some valuable ground if he could 
hit a PB routine. A straight arm peach, front toss catch and a well 
executed pike double dismount were highlights of Makut's set. All 
phases were well executed, I felt the set lacked some risk to 
receive such a high score . . . 9-90! But none the less a small gain on 
the leader. 

Tong Fei blew a good opportunity to hold on to third place 
when he kicked out of his double side somersault mount on FX a 
little early and fell back putting his hand down . . . score 9.70. 

Gushiken’s floor set opened with a unique combination of 
round-off, back handspring, tuck double-back, back handspring, 
tuck full twisting back somersault. Over all his routine contained 
three double-backs and four round-offs . . . score 9.80. 

Nikolay, who had started out in seventh place had now moved 
up to fifth, but was going to find it difficult to remain in the elite top 
five. His PB routine contained an unusual mount consisting of a 
free hip, pirouette to a side handstand, jump backward to a side 
handstand on the opposite bar, side glide, stoop-in, straddle cut, 
glide kip. Very nice sequence, but a knee bend on the stoop-in 
nullified all his hard work . . . score 9.75. 

Ditiatin was now 0.65 points out of first place and was sure to 
slip further if he didn't perform up to his world championship 
ability. His HB mount was a stem V4 turn, giant swing (close to a 
compulsory part), followed by a very good fly-away Vi twist re- 
catch, but the back stalder, hop, forward stalder was very weak, 
with poor angles and executed with strength. Even with the stuck 
dismount the judges gifted the sinking champion . . . score 9.90! 

Kajitani performed an outstanding HB set in which he exe- 
cuted an under-bar swing hop Vi turn to a handstand directly from 
a very high reverse hecht. His dismount was an extremely high 
layout double fly-away which he nailed to the floor score 9.90. 

Bruckner performed next on high bar mounting with a low 
underswing Vi turn to a mixed grip underswing, grip change and 
swing backward executing a forward stalder. He had to stretch to 
catch the bar on his straddle front somersault recatch, but finished 
with a well executed piked brani-in, back-out dismount which he 
also stuck . . . score 9.90. In this group Kajitani, Bruckner, and 
Ditiatin performed 3rd, 4th, and 5th respectively. I believe the 
judges were blind to the composition and execution, only seeing 
the dismounts. Bulgaria’s Delchev performed last in this group and 
received a 9.95. Conner had the unfortunate pleasure of per- 
forming first in the group and could only muster a 9.70. 

Li Xiaoping earned a 9-85 on PB to hold onto 10th place and Li 
Ning swapped places with Conner by way of a 9.90 on rings. Li 
Ning’s kip to planch, lower to cross was very well executed with a 
legs-togethcr planche and cross held perfectly horizontal. His 
straight-arm straight-body press was also quite impressive. 

Hartung now had to struggle with his so-called weak event . . . 
PB. His glide kip to back straddle cut was slightly muscled, but the 
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Olympian Jim Hartung was 15th in the all around Jim qualified for 
vaulting finals and finished in seventh while also just missing finals on 
rings, placing ninth. 


Japan's Koji Gushiken won the bronze medal in the men’s all around 
After an error In compulsory rings lowered him to eighth after compul- 
sories, Gushiken placed second in Competition I optionals to qualify him 
into AA finals in fifth position. 




biggest problem was the form break on the second stutz, although 
Hartung stuck his dismount the routine lacked risk to gain much 
more titan the 9.55 he received. 

Sotomura and Guczoghy earned 9.80 and 9.90 respectively on 
PH to help their cause. Vidmar took one giant step on his hand- 
spring pike front vault for a 9.70. End Round #3 - • • 

1. Korolev 88.625 6. Nikolay 88.000 

2. Makuts 88.550 7. Kajitani 87.850 

3. Tong Fei 88.300 8. Bruckner 87.725 

4. Gushiken 88.275 9. Li Ning 87.450 

5. Ditiatin 88.075 10. U Xiaoping 87.425 

Conner dropped to # 1 1 , Sotomura and Guczoghy were tied at 
#12 and the USA duo of Vidmar and Hartung were dead even at 
#13. 


Round #4: At the beginning of round four it was becoming 
obvious the battle for the World Crown was isolated to two 
gymnasts, Korolev and Makuts. For three rounds of competition 
the younger Korolev had held his poise against a field of veterans 
and his teammate, Makuts, who was beginning to push very hard. 
The battle for the bronze medal was to be between Tong Fei and 
Gushiken. The biggest struggle would be between the bottom six 
gymnasts where only 0.60 of a point separated fifth place from 
tenth. 

Makuts was up before Korolev on HB. This was his best event 
and a chance to take the lead and put some real pressure on 
Korolev. 

Makuts performed two excellent releases, a pike front recatch 
and a fly-away 'A recatch, but no one-arm giants. The routine was 
capped off with a near perfect triple fly-away to a perfect landing 
. . . score 10.00! 

The pressure was on Korolev, but I don't believe he even 
noticed the big 10.00 shining on the electronic score flasher when 
he mounted the podium to await the judges signal to perform. 
Korolev's set also contained two big releases, but he had a notice- 
able break on the reverse hecht. He swung a back giant out of the 
reverse hecht into a blind change immediate double roll to inverts. 
His dismount was a layout full twisting double which he stuck, but 
somewhat anti-climactic compared to Makut’s triple . . . score 9.90! 
Makuts had finally overtaken the kid, but for how long? 

In the struggle for the bronze medal Gushiken was up before 




(Left) Tong Fei’s (PRC) Hecht vault on parallel bars. (Above) Koji 
Gushiken (JPN) dismounting HB with a layout double back. I Below) Jim 


Tong Fei on PH and the veteran performer applied the pressure by 
turning out a 9.90. Now it was Tong Fei’s turn. He mounted with 
loops on the end to a front-in, back-out move reaching across both 
pommels to the opposite end of the horse into a hop followed by a 
front-in with one hand between the pommels stepping up to a 
double leg circle on the pommels. He should have stayed off the 
pommels because upon breaking into scissors he tripped over the 
horse and kissed his bronze medal goodbye . . . score 9.60. 

Next came the surprise of the meet! Ditiatin mounted on 
floor, but performed only a round-off, back handspring. Favoring 
his right ankle, he limped off the floor, the defending champion was 
out of the competition. I learned several days later that Ditiatin 
had severely injured his ankle two days before the start of the 
World Championships. 

Nikolay and Kajitani both had had falls. Nikolay missed a big 
release on high bar and scored 9.40; Kajitani over-rotated a tuck 
double-back on floor and fell to a 9.30. 

Bruckner had the best chance to take over Ditiatin’s vacated 
fifth place, he was up on his favorite event . . . floor exercise. I don't 
particularly like Bruckner's style on floor, it's very non-rhythmical, 
but he does tumble extremely high. His piked arabian 1 Vi somer- 
sault is probably the best in the world and the judges rewarded him 
. . . score 9.90. 

Li Xiaoping moved up with a 9.90 on high bar, as well as Li 
Ning with a 9.80 in vaulting. Conner was clean on floor, but a 
double full dismount was rather weak to get the attention of the 
judges . . . score 9.75. 

Guczoghy held on with a 9.80 on rings as well as did Jurgen 
Nikolay. Hartung now had a chance to recover some points on HB. 
If he could land his double twisting double-back I was sure the 
judges would come back with a 9.80 or better. No such luck! The 
routine was better than average, but the dismount was a disaster!! 
Nose and toes with the help of hands and elbows . . . score 9.40. 


End of round #4 , . 

. Makuts 
!. Korolev 
I. Gushiken 
i. Tong Fei 
i. Bruckner 


98.550 

98.525 

98.175 

97.900 

97.625 


6. Nikolay 

7. Li Xiaoping 

8. Li Ning 

9. Conner 
9. Kajitani 


97.400 

97.325 

97.250 

97.150 

97.150 


USGF GYMNASTICS JAN/FEB '82 


25 



Sotomura moved up to # 1 1 , Guczoghy stayed at # 12, Vidmar 
stayed at #13, J. Nikolay moved up to #14, and Hartung dropped 
to #15. 

Round #5: The top four places did not change during round 
five. The gymnasts were well aware of the closeness of their 
positions as they put the pressure on each other trying to force a 
broken routine. 

On FX Makuts was up before Korolev and performed a great 
routine. Mounting with a pike double (stuck cold), his second pass 
was a 1 Vi twisting back somersault step-out to a front handspring 
full twist dive roll and his dismount was a very solid full twisting 
double-back . . . score 9.80. 

Korolev, not to be outdone, mounted with a layout double- 
back and came back on the second pass with a front handspring 
tuck front double. His side pass was a very good front handspring 
full twisting layout front somersault. After a flair to side splits he 
dismounted with a very high pike double . . . score 9.90. 

On rings Gushiken and Tong Fei battled to a draw 9.90 each. 1 
felt Gushiken should have had a slight edge on this event based 
primarily on the dismount. Gushiken's double twisting double- 
back was very good and Tong Fei's dismount was a very common 
foil twisting double. Let's face facts, successfol risk is the name of 
the game. Koji Gushiken took the risk and didn't get paid for the 
effort. 

Bruckner performed a PH routine without a major break, but 
the set was swung very tight and the risk parts were minimal. His 
scissors also have a lot to be desired, especially the back scissor . . . 
score 9.80. I think the judges are getting tired! 

Among the bottom five, Nikolay took a dive on floor with a 
9.55, Li Xiaoping held his position with a 9.70 on floor, Li Ning 
moved up with a 9.85 on PB. The best part of the set was the 
diamidov which was executed with a very straight body, but the 
dismount was a tuck double-back which was very badly "cowboy - 
ed,” ugly, probably slightly overscored considering the content of 
the set. Conner executed an excellent PH set and received a 9.85 
for his efforts which allowed him to move up. Kajitani had a small 
break on the dismount to receive a 9.80 on PH. Sotomura and 
Guczoghy hit 9.85 and 9.80 respectively on vault to help their 
cause. Vidmar performed very well on HB for a 9.85 and J. Nikolay 
received an inflated 9.80 for his piked foil twisting tsuk, which had 
a form break in the preflight and landed off line with a step 
sideways. 

Hartung was in serious trouble after crashing on HB; he need- 
ed a big score on floor, which he is capable of performing. 
Evidently he had not regained his concentration after the high bar 
disaster, his foil twisting double-back mount was a repeat of the 
high bar dismount . . . score 9.65 and real big trouble! End of round 


#5 .. 

1. Makuts 

2. Korolev 

3. Gushiken 

4. Tong Fei 

5. Bruckner 


108.450 

108.425 
108.075 
107.800 

107.425 


Li Ning 
Li Xiaoping 

Sotomura 

Nikolay 

Kajitani 


107.100 

107.050 

107.000 

106.975 

106.950 

106.950 


Round #6: In the last round of competition, eleven out of 
fifteen gymnasts scored a 9.90 or better . . . Amazing isn’t it!! 

I can't think of a better way to select a World Champion than 
on the toughest event in men’s gymnastics . . . pommel horse! 

Makuts was up first and mounted with a difficult back moore, 
back moore, back moore side travel which was off balance, but no 
form break. He continued with a pommel loop, back moore down, 
loop around and three flair loops very well done. A back moore up 
led to a very rough break into scissors. A moore, back moore down, 
back moore up to a front vault dismount was also off balance, but 
no obvious form break . . . score 9.90. 

Now talk about pressure situations. Here’s a 19 year old kid 
(Left) Oklahoman Bari Conner placed 1 1 that the Moscow World Cham 
pionshlps In the alt around. Bari also jusl missed qualifying for finals in 
two events, placing ninth in FX and PH. 


about to perform on the hardest event in men's gymnastics for all 
the marbles . . . the World All-Around Championship! 

Korolev’s mount was a jump to a circle into a Magyar travel to 
the opposite end of the horse, two back loops, hop, Vi circle, loop 
around, flair travel up and down without intermediate circles 
(extreme amplitude), kchr-in front scissor Vi turn, two back scis- 
sors, moore, back moore down, loop around, two flair circles 
dismounting with a flair circle to handstand. An excellent PH set 
executed with great amplitude and confidence . . . score 9.95 ... A 
new World Champion has just been crowned! 

The vaulting judges decided to put the blame for the bronze 
medal on some other group of judges, they scored both Tong Fei 
and Gushiken 9.90. 

The ring judges must have been watching pommel horse 
When Bruckner performed! Every bail was an "A” bail and most 
high school gymnasts can hold a lower cross . . . score 9.90!!! 

Li Ning finished the meet with a well executed HB routine 
which included a pirouette to a one arm back giant, a reverse 
hecht, but his triple fly-away got away from him and the landing 
ended with one giant step forward . . . score 9.90. 

“Korolev and Makuts are great gymnasts. 
Gushiken was excellent ...” 


Li Xiaoping hit PH to score . . . what else but a 9.90! 

Sotomura's last ditch effort on PB was truly exciting. His 
routine included two straight arm giant swings and a cast support 
straddle cut, swing handstand, exactly on the end of the rails facing 
outward. Now what? You guessed it . . . giant swing to a double 
fly-away . . . score 9.95. 

Kajitani stayed in the top ten with a 9.95 on rings. I still haven’t 
figured out how the judges managed that score. 

Conner was die only gymnast to fall from the top ten in the 
final round of competition. His last routine on rings contained a 
high pianche for a strength part, a bent arm forward giant and a 
layout to a tuck double dismount which was over-rotated with one 
large step backward . . . score 9.75. 

Nikolay scored a 9.90 on PH to stay in the top ten. I don’t have 
a film of his routine so I guess I’ll just have to believe the judges. 
Guczoghy hung on to # 1 2 with a 9.65 on PB. Vidmar scored a 9.80 
on FX to salvage #13 while Nikolay performed a very weak PB set 
which included two reverse undercasts and one kip Vi turn. Re- 
minds me of judging high school PB routines, get those cheap “B’s” 
and ’’C’s" while you can . . . score 9.80! 

Hartung had one more chance to redeem himself for the 
previous two catastrophes. Hartung mounted PH with pommel 
loop, back moore-in, circle, “Bailie,’’ back moore-out, “Magyar 
travel" to a "Russian” on one pommel, up hill V* "Bailie,” flair, 
scissors, flair pick up from scissors, moore, % “Bailie," Russian 
wende dismount . . . score 9.90. A disappointing competition, but a 


great pommel horse set! End of round #6 . . . 

1. Korolev 118.375 6. Li Ning 117.000 

2. Makuts 1 18.350 7. U Xiapolng 1 16.925 

3. Gushiken 117.975 7. Sotomura 116.925 

4. Tong Fei 117.700 9. Kajitani 116.900 

5. Bruckner 117.325 10. Nikolay 116.850 


The USA gymnasts finished about where they started. Conner 
qualified # 1 1 , he finished #11; Vidmar qualified #14 and finished 
#13; and, Hartung entered #15 and finished #15. 

End of competition! 

While riding the Metro (subway) back to the Cosmos hotel I 
reflected on the competition. Korolev and Makuts are great gym- 
nasts. Their routines displayed the high degree of execution and 
risk demanded of today's elite gymnasts. They deserved to be at the 
top. Gushiken was excellent, just not as daring as the Russians. 

Tong Fei and U Ning just flat out screwed up on pommel horse 
. . . that happens occasionally, but they're still great gymnasts. But 
what about Roland Brucker? Oh well, here we are at BAHX, just in 
time for some nice warm Russian beer! 
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Routines of the World Champion Yuri Korolev 
Rings: Kip to regular cross "L" cross pull-out. "Stiff-stiff” press, 
inverted cross, backward bail to handstand, forward bail to in- 
locate, forward giant to handstand, backward bail to dislocated, 
triple fly-away. 

Vaulting: Handspring, piked brani-out. 

Parallel Bars: Peach, giant, stutz, giant to an immediate straddle 
cut catch, forward roll, back uprise straddle cut "L," stiff-stiff press, 
back toss, stutz, tucked double-back dismount. 

High Bar: Stem, '/i turn, back giant, one arm back giant, reverse 
hecht into back giants, blind change immediate double roll to 
inverts, hop out to forward giant, straddle front somersault 
recatch, kip change immediate pirouette, back giant, pike full 
twisting double-back dismount. 

Floor Exercise: Round-off. back handspring, layout double-back, 
press, front handspring front double, forward roll, split leap, front 
handspring, full twisting front somersault, headspring to a pike sit, 
double leg circle to a “flair." side splits, round-off back handspring, 
pike double-back dismount. 

Pommel Horse: Jump into circle, Magyar travel to end of horse. 
2 back loops, hop, '/> circle, loop around, flair circle, flair travel 
across horse (Woic), kchr-in. front scissor V 2 turn, back scissor, 
back scissor, circle, moore, back moore down, loop around. 2 flair 
circles, flair circle up to a handstand dismount. 


All around champion Yuri Korolev: Keber-ln on pommel horse, one-arm 
giant on horizontal bar and layout double-back on floor. 




28 


USGF GYMNASTICS JAN/FEB '6 




Here’s 45 things to 
stuff inside a gym bag. 





* ■> I SGF GYMNASTICS 

RESWLJ^- ^ 0H 

21st World Championships 
Moscow, USSR 
November 22-29, 1981 


mmm 










21st World Championships 
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Competition II — Optionals 







Mens AA 


FX PH 


V 

PB HB 

Final 

Dralim 


1 Korolev Yuri 

URS 

9.90 ! 

95 E 

90 990 


30 E 






2 Makuts Bogden 

URS 

S 

90 E 

90 E 


9.80 

E 

90 1C 

X) 

5P.40 

5E 

950 

118.350 


JPN 

t 

30 E 

90 E 

90 9.90 

S 

90 S 

35 

59 25 

6b 

725 

117.975 

4 Tong Fei 

CHN 

£ 

70 E 

30 E 

90 9.90 

s 

80 0 

30 

58.90 

5E 

300 


5 Bruckner Roland 

GDF 

E 

30 S 

30 E 

90 9.75 

s 

75 E 

30 

59.00 

5f 





CHN 

S 

70 ( 

40 £ 

90 9.80 

£ 

35 E 


58 55 





7 Solomura Koji 

JPN 

E 

30 E 

30 E 


9.85 

E 

95 E 

45 

58 55 

Sf 

375 

116.925 

7 Li Xiaoping 


E 

70 S 

90 E 

1 

9.65 

E 

35 E 

30 

58.80 

5E 

125 

116.925 

9 Kajitani Nobuyukl 

JPN 

£ 

30 ( 

30 E 

1 

9.70 

E 

50 ; 

30 

58 15 

6! 

750 

( n 


10 Nikolay Michael 

GDF 

E 

55 S 

30 E 


9.80 

S 

75 E 

10 

58.20 

5E 




11 Conner Bart 

USA 

I 

75 ( 

35 E 

7 

9.70 

E 

75 E 

70 

58.50 

51 

250 


12 Gucogi Derd 


E 

70 S 

30 S 


9.80 

E 

35 E 

75 

58.60 




13 Vldmar Peler 

USA 

E 

iO ( 

50 E 


9.70 

I 

75 S 

35 

58.55 

57 

900 


14 Nikolay Jurgen 

GDF 

S 

55 S 

50 E 

; 

9.80 

E 

30 E 

30 

57.85 

51 

225 

116.075 


USA 

E 

55 E 

90 E 

1 

9.75 

i 

55 £ 

40 

58.05 

57 

175 

115.925 


PRK 

S 

75 S 

30 £ 

70 975 

S 

70 £ 

35 

58.55 

57 

225 



1 7 Delchev Sloyan 

BUL 

£ 

70 S 

30 E 

■ 

8.90 

I 

70 E 

£15 

57.95 

57 

725 


18 Donath Ferenc 

HUN 

! 

50 S 

30 £ 

1 

9.75 

E 

35 E 

3S 


5! 



19 Geiger Jurgen 

FHG 

! 

25 ! 

70 £ 

1 

9.70 

£ 

30 E 

35 

57.65 

5i 

375 

115.525 



E 

70 E 

35 £ 


9.70 

1 

40 £ 

35 

57.80 

57 

700 

115.500 

21 Ginger Eberhard 

FRG 

E 

50 E 

75 E 

■ 

9.55 

E 

50 E 

30 

58.00 

51 

175 

115.475 

22 Long Warren 

CAN 

E 

30 S 

55 E 

7 

9.80 

E 

70 E 

35 

58.45 

5E 

375 

115.425 

23 Rorvik Volker 

FRG 

E 

JO S 

55 E 

■ 

9.60 

E 

70 E 

30 

57.90 


400 


24 Nikula Emilian 

RON 

£ 

IS s 

70 '1 


9.70 

£ 

35 E 

XI 

58.20 

57 

175 


25 Boulard Michel 

FRA 

E 

30 ! 

(35 E 

1 

9.70 

S 



58 15 




26 Barbleri Louren 

FRA 

i 

30 9 

30 E 

: 

9.80 

9 


75 





26 Piatti Marko 

Sill 

£ 

55 E 

70 E 


9 85 


J5 £ 







28 Silier Kurl 

RON 

S 

30 E 

70 £ 


9.70 

E 

30 E 

45 

57.10 

5/ 

575 

114.775 


PRK 

E 

50 E 

70 £ 

90 9.70 

E 

50 E 

55 

57.95 

5E 

700 


SO 

30 D]ord Jesku Aurelian RON 

E 

70 S 

30 £ 

30 9.75 

£ 

10 E 

10 

57.45 

56 

575 


325 

31 Kashimiro Suares 

CUB 

£ 

90 E 

55 £ 

55 9.80 

E 

35 1C 

Ji! 

57.15 

57 

100 



32 Lazarich Diego 

ITA 

E 

10 9 

40 E 

• 

9.80 

E 

55 9 

30 

57.35 

51 



33 lordanov Dancho 

BUL 

E 

45 E 

40 E 

75 9.60 

9 

ib : 

50 

57 05 


525 


34 Cellveger Sep 

SUI 

S 

35 S 

55 E 

55 9.75 

E 

35 E 

20 

57.05 

56 

575 

113.625 

35 Flan Gvan Son 



0; i 

70 E 










36 Ditiatin Alexander 

URS 


50 9 

80 9 


9.70 

9 

60 9 

90 

48.75 

58 

875 

107.625 



Women’s All Around Finals 










Competition II — Optionals 







Women's AA 





UB BB 

FX 


Final 

Prelim. 



1 Bicherova Olga 


URS 

ii 

00 

- 

30 1 

75 

9.90 

39 45 

3t 

950 

7( 

400 



URS 

i 

75 

S 

30 ! 

90 

9.90 

39.35 

36 

725 

7f 

075 

3 Davydova Elena 


URS 


85 

E 

35 ! 

35 

9.80 

38.85 

!£ 

125 

71 

975 

4 Ma Yahong 


CHN 


75 

- 

90 S 

70 

9.75 

39.10 

36 

525 


325 

5 Grigorash Chrislim 


ROM 

! 

90 

! 

70 i 

70 

9.75 

39.05 

31 

075 



6 Dunka Rodica 


ROM 

1 

65 

! 

30 i 

70 

9.85 

38.50 

.51- 

525 

71 


7 Agache Lavina 


ROM 

E 

90 

1 

30 ! 

75 

9.45 

38.70 





7 McNamara Julian 


USA 

1 

40 

E 

35 f 

70 

9.70 

38.65 





9 Mareckova Eva 
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75 

1 

35 ! 

30 
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38.60 
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GDR 

1 

70 
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70 
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31 
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76 
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1 1 Chen Yongyan 


CHN 


85 

E 
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75 

9.55 

38.15 

36 
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12 Polchrova Martina 
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65 
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9.65 

38.60 

3> 
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76 
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50 

| 
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/b 

9.65 

38.60 

31 
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76 


14 Zhu Zheng 
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S 

90 

a 
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15 

9.00 

38.10 

38 
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76 


1 5 Labacova Jana 


TCH 

S 

55 

- 

35 ! 

15 

9.65 

38.10 





15 Johnson Kathy 


USA 

I 

55 

E 

70 ! 

55 

9.60 

38.50 

31 




17 Grancharova Zoia 


BUL 

1 

70 

I 

40 S 

55 



38 35 





18 Marinova Galina 
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1 

30 

f 

55 ! 
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19 Send Birgil 


GDR 

1 

80 

1 

30 S 

75 

9.35 

38 50 

37 
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76 

200 

20 Talavera Tracee 


USA 

1 

60 











21 Kessler Romi 


SUI 


55 

E 

35 £ 

75 

9.65 

38.60 

31 
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22 Topalova Silvia 
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35 

9.70 
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24 Sabo Andrea 
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40 

; 
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■5 
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25 Blumlrilt Sabine 
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S 

50 

i 
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10 

9.20 
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26 Kano laei 


IPN 

! 

50 


35 f 

•5 

9.50 

37.40 
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27 Nagiama Kadzui 


JPN 

! 

45 

■ 

50 S 

50 



37.75 

36 

375 


125 

28 Brannekemper Dac 


FRG 

I 

50 
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CAN 
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20 
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36 
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ESP 



1 
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H> 

9.40 
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31 
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75 
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55 

E 
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34 Uailmeier Bonm 


CAN 
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Both the Russian men’s and women’s teams won the ’81 World 
Championships. The teams from the Peoples Republic of China medal for 
the first time in recent history. 


The Soviet Union 
Sweeps Team Gold 


As expected the Russians swept. The Soviet women re- 
captured the world title they had lost in 1979 to Nadia, Bela and 
company from Romania, and the Russian men made it two in a row 
over the Japanese. Neither team was seriously challenged. Both 
teams were overscored, the advantage of a home meet, but both 
teams did deserve to win. Both teams won compulsories and 
optionals. No one was more consistent in performance than the 
Russians. The Russian women finished 4.70 ahead of China while 
the men outscored the Japanese by 3.10. 

Both the USA Men's and Women's Teams competed well and 
were competitive in the top grouping of teams. The men finishing 
fifth behind a politically overrated, grossly overscored team from 
East Germany. The competition between the USA and DDR was 
much closer than the score indicates. The USA men finished the 
compulsories and the optionals in fifth position. The women fin- 
ished fifth in the compulsories .90 behind a struggling Romanian 
team. In the optionals they fell to sixth just .20 behind Czecho- 
slovakia. The Czech girls outscored the USA in optionals by .50, 
190.95 to 190.45. 

The Men’s Meet: — The Russians dominated. They finished 
Competition I one-two-three-four in the all-around, having had an 
ideal draw for compulsories in the fourth session, following all the 
teams who could challenge them. And in optionals they competed 
in Olympic order — starting on floor exercise. The Japanese and 
Chinese went right out after the Russians from their first com- 
pulsory event, but lacked the consistency and team depth the 
Russians showed. The Russians' sixth man, Pavel Sut, was an excel- 
lent lead-off man in each event ( 16th in Competition I AA, average 
c/o score 58.20). The Soviet men's coach Leonid Arkaev selected 
Korolev, Makuts and Sut as USSR team's top performers in these 
World Championships. The most overscorcd gymnast of the meet 
award went to Russia's Alexander Ditiatin. The defending World 
and Olympic AA Champion had injured his right ankle prior to 
competition which limited his abilities, specifically optional FX 
where he mounted with a piked arabian and still scored 9.65. 
Following the competition Ditiatin was asked about his imminent 
retirement, and he replied this was the first he had heard about it, 
Ditiatin’s overscoring cost his teammate, Alexander Tkachev, his 
rightful place in the all-around finals. Tkachev finished fourth in the 
Competitive I AA behind Russia's Korolev, Makuts and Ditiatin, but 
finals rules allow only three gymnasts per country to qualify. 

One of the world's unsolved mysteries of 1981 will be how 
the East Germans beat the Chinese in compulsories. The East 
Germans lacked team depth — the USA appeared to be stronger in 
their 4th, 5th and 6th men — while DDR had numerous broken 
routines and form breaks. East Germany did have one asset, that of 
the crowd who cheered almost as loudly for DDR as for the Russian 

(Upper Left) Kathy Johnson — USA, (Upper Right) Phil Cahoy — USA. 
(Bottom Left) Ytiejiu Li— PRC, (Bottom Right) Maria Filatova — USSR 


Many western nations boycotted the Moscow '80 Olympics. 
These '81 World Championships were the first time since the Ft. 
Worth '79 competition the world had come together for a major 
international gymnastics meet. After winning the team champion- 
ship, the USSR's Bogden Makuts echoed the Soviet's hollow 
Olympic victory when he said, “We wanted to prove here in 
Moscow that our team victory in Ft. Worth over the Japanese was 
not by chance." He went on to acknowledge, "Still, much can be 
learned from the Japanese team." 


Sut Pavel 
Korolev Yuri 
Tkachev Alexi 


Goto Kiyoshl 
Yamawaki Koji 


Herman Ralph Peter 


Bronst Andrew 
Bruckner Roland 
Nikolay Michael 

PRC 

Peng Yaping 
Huang Yuban 

Toi^Fef 9 


asra" 
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Tiny 15 year old Olga Blcherova (USSR) won the world all around title. 
Here she competes the compulsory vaulL 


Men's Compulsories: — In the second session on Monday 
morning the Japanese and Chinese competed. China began on PB 
and Japan on V, thus Japan followed China on live events. China 
started with two misses on PB, with World Cup PB Champion 
Yuejiu U missing on the straddle cut to score a 9.30. Li also missed 
PH. Throughout the competition the Chinese coaches protested 
scores. They briefly delayed the meet with verbal protests on HB, 
FX, R and vaulting. Overall the Chinese team did a super job, 
competing with excellent form, technique and amplitude. 

The Japanese excelled in compulsories. They hit 35 of 36 
routines, and after three events held a 1 .60 lead over China. Koji 
Gusiken could perhaps have won compulsories if he had not had 
trouble with his last half on rings, his last event. The routine of the 
meet was Nobukuki Kajitani's PB set — peach hand, giant bail to 
glide kip mount took the event into another world. No other 
gymnast could match his extension and amplitude. No team could 
touch the Japanese on PB. The Japanese gained their 1.50 compul- 
sory advantage over China by beating them by 1 .00 in FX and 1 .05 
in PB. 

In the third session were the USA and DDR, with the U.S. 
beginning on PB and DDR on rings. The East Germans were gifted 
in score. The USA earned every tenth they received. Too much 
politics. And Roland Bruckner was runner-up to Ditiatin in the 
most overscorcd gymnast balloting. The U.S. Team was strong and 
consistent on each event — especially so on PH where they scored 
their highest event score of compulsories — 48.75. Tim Daggett's 
foiled vault was the only major mistake. (Tim’s run was too over- 
powered to enable him to pike sufficiently on the Yamashita-half 
twist.) In comparison to the Chinese and Japanese the U.S. lacked a 
little in overall amplitude — China and Japan showed higher 
tumbling, stronger rings, higher and longer vaults, less 
conservative HB and they stuck all their landings on all events. 

The USSR competed in the fourth session, starting on PB. They 
hit every routine. Ditiatin was their actual sixth man, and even 


though hurt did a good job in compulsories. Their depth was 
awesome and their form breaks were minimal. Their lowest score 
of the session was a 9.55 in FX. They won every event except FX 
which Japan won . . . They are very good. 

“Both the USA Men’s and Women’s Teams 
competed well, and were competitive in 
the top grouping of teams. ” 


Finishing in sixth was West Germany, then Bulgaria, France, 
Hungary and Romania. Bulgaria's Stoyan Delchev had a disastrous 
meet, missing four events. The compulsory team scores from fifth 
to tenth ranged only 2.10, 286.70 to 284.60. All teams seemed 
improved from Ft. Worth. These teams were short on team depth 
and consistency; judging deductions stemmed from increased 
form breaks, technical weaknesses and lack of amplitude. 




117.50 


21st WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
MENS OPTIONALS 


URS 

Sul Pavel 
Makuts Bogdan 
Korolev Yuri 
Dilialin Alexander 
Akopian Arthur 

Tkachev Alexander 



JPN 

Goto Kiyoshi 
Kanai Tosiro 
Sotomura Kojl 
Kajilani Nobuyuki 
GushikenKojl 



GDR 48.60 

Herman Ralph Peter 9.55 
Ensh Bernard 9.70 

Nikolay Jurgen 9.70 

Bronst Andrew 9.65 

Bruckner Roland 9.85 

Nikolay Michael 9.70 


9.70 

9.45 

9.80 


9.70 

9.80 

9.75 


9.75 

9.80 



CHINA 

Li Yuejiu 
Li Xiaoping 
Peng Yaping 



USA 

Cahoy Phil 
Daggett Tim 
Johnson Scott 
Vidmar Peter 
Conner Bart 
Hartung Jim 



FRG 

Gross Beno 
Winkler Dan 
Erek Edgar 
Rohrlck Volker 
Geiger Jurgen 
Ginger Eberhard 



Men's Optionals: — On Wednesday night the top six teams 
from the compulsory meet competed in the final session of 
optionals. The USSR competed in Olympic order, starting on FX; 
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IRON HORSE GYMNASTICS TRAINING CAMP 


A Training Opportunity In Step With The World Of Gymnastics & Dance 




Degreed professionals in all areas of 
camper for close supervision. Provided is a well-planned curriculum in step with the world of gymnastics, modern 
rhythmic, and dance since 1972. 

Located in the Great Smoky Mountains just a short distance from The 1982 World's Fair Site. This 11-year 
program proves to be a unique opportunity for campers this July and August. 

Perform in the U.S. Pavilion; visit other spectacular pavilions; witness international sporting competitions; 
exchange information and experiences with the outstanding gymnasts in the country and the world. 


Japan on PH, DDR on R, China on V, USA on PB and West Germany 
on HB. As the meet began the biggest question was China, and if 
they could medal starting in fourth place. 

The USA again had a strong competitive day. Bart Conner, 
Peter Vidmar and Jim Hartung all qualified after the compulsories 
and optionals for the AA finals on Friday. Scott Johnson finished 
Competition I in 42nd place and Phil Cahoy in 45th. The team's 
lowest score was a 9.40 and they had 1 7 scores of 9.70 and above. 
Their highest scoring event was rings at 48.90 (9.70, 9.75, 9.80, 
9-80, 9.85 ), with the lowest even being FX at 48.20. Politics helped 
DDR beat the USA, team depth and difficult)' separated the 
Chinese, Japanese and Russians from the U.S. 

The bronze medal was won by China, who beat DDR in 
optionals by .35, 293.90 to 293.55. For both teams the meet came 
down to the last event — China on rings versus DDR on PH. China's 
ring score was the highest ring total — 49.40 — with six scores 
from 9.80 to 9.95. China also won the FX event, tying with the USSR 
at 48.95. China's tumbling was great, pommel horse complex, rings 
strong and high bar explosive. Tong Fci won optionals, 59-35 — 
9-90 FX, 9.80 PH, 9.95 R, 9.80 V, 9.90 PB and 10.0 HB — finishing 
first in optional HB and R and second on FX and PB. Tong Fei, Ning Li 
and Xiaoping Li all qualified tor AA finals. 

The Japanese were lead by Koji Gushiken, who finished 
second in optionals behind Tong Fei, scoring 59.20. The Japanese 
team won optional PB and tied with Russia on vaulting. They 
finished the meet 1.00 behind the Russians in optionals 295.35 to 
294.35, with a couple of missed routines in their first event PH and 
last event FX. They pushed the Russians more so than expected and 
did not allow the Chinese to gain an optional victory over them. 
Gushiken, Kajitani and Sotomura all qualified for AA finals. Finish- 
ing in Competition 1 AA 14th was Kiyoshi Goto, with Kyoji 
Yamawaki in 16th and Tosiro Kanai in 20th. Only Russia and Japan 
placed all six gymnasts in the top 20 of Competition I. On PB the)’ 
showed excellent swing, including giant swings and giant swings 
to double-back dismounts off the end of the bars. 

Korolev, Makuts, Tkachev, Akopian and Sut are a tough team 
to beat. The Russians finished the AA in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 8th and 
16th place. In optionals they won FX, PH, V and HB with the 
highest event-score of the meet at 49.70. On FX the)' showed 
strong tumbling, originality, and some dance transitions, on PH 
difficult)’ and originality and on HB multiple release moves, 
one-arm work and strong dismounts. Sut leads off each event with a 
9.70 and they build their score through all six men. Politics or not, 
they could be the greatest men's gymnastics team ever put 
together. 

Very strong showings came from West Germany, France and 
Hungary. The World University Games Team Champion, Romania, 
finished a distant ninth, while Korea and Cuba finished in the 
important top 12 for the first time ever. In 1979 Korea finished in 
17th and Cuba 13th. There were 27 teams entered in the competi- 
tion with a total of 1 7 1 all-around competitors. Some of the teams 
who showed continued improvement from Ft. Worth include — 
USSR, Japan, China, DDR, USA, West Germany, France, Korea and 
Cuba. While those dropping back in the world rankings were 
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Canada and Switzerland. 


The Russian women ’s team won 7 of the 8 
compulsory and optional events . . . the 
only event they lost was optional beam to 
the USA! 


The Women's Meet: — In 1979 Romania won the Team 
World Championship and in the '76 and '80 Olympics and the '78 
World Championships Romania was second, winning the silver 
medal. They entered the '81 World Championships without Bela 
and Marta Karolyi, without Nadia Comaneci, without Melita Ruhn 
and with an injured World Vaulting Champion, Dumitrita Turner. 
Emilia Eberle had another bad meet, missing several times. The 
Romanians fell to fourth as Nadia looked on from the stands during 
each day of competition. 


And again, the Russians easily won. Finishing Competition I 
first through sixth in the all-around and winning seven of eight 
compulsory and optional events, losing only optional beam to the 
USA. Russia's Maria Filatova led off every event and finished the 
meet as the silver medalist in the all-around. No team could match 
their consistency or team depth. As artists and competitors the 
Chinese women will continue to challenge the Russians. In 
Moscow the Chinese had too many misses and too much politics 
against them to keep the meet closer between the top two teams. If 
China had competed with the USSR in the same compulsory 
session the meet may have been much closer in score. 


Zakharova Stella 


Klotech Christin 
Voigt Franks 
Sent! Birgit 
Kraker Steffi 
Gnauck Maxi 


Dunka Rodica 
Eberle Emilia 
Agache Lavinia 
Grigorash Christina 


Goodwin Michelle 
McNamara Jullanne 
Johnson Kathy 
TCH 

Sarisska Katka 


9.50 


9.60 


9.45 


Women's Compulsories: — On Tuesday the Chinese 
competed the compulsories in the second session with Bulgaria 
and New Zealand and started on floor exercise. They got off to a 
super start, and scored 49.10, their highest event score of the 
session. Their form, flexibility, dance and amplitude were the best 
in the meet. On vaulting they showed good height and distance, 
but had trouble sticking their vaults. Their coaches protested many 
scores. They owned compulsory bars, and China's coaches pro- 
tested their first score, a 9.70. Then a computer breakdown and a 
delay. Then more protesting about scores and more delay. On 
beam Cuiling Li and Yahong Ma each missed. Too much emotion 
and delays throughout the first three events seemed to cause a 
rough beam event . . . they scored only 46.45 — compared to the 
Russian's 47.55. They finished compulsories only 1.70 behind the 
USSR, but the teams could have been much closer. 

The USA was in the following, third, session competing with 
Romania and Switzerland. They hit 22 of 24 routines, missing a 
The 2 1st World Championships was USA Olympian Bar I Conners fifth 
Olympics. 18 and 19 World Championships and the ~9 World Cap. 
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couple reverse pirouettes on beam by Michelle Goodwin and Amy 
Koopman, the team's consistency enabled them to finish in fifth 
position behind Romania by .90. 

The U.S. girls began on UB and hit six for six with Michelle 
Goodwin starting with a solid, but conservative 9.40 routine. The 
overall improvement from the September Trials on bars helped for 
a positive start to the competition. On beam the misses on the 
reverse pirouette sequence cost tenths, but all six gymnasts re- 
mained aggressive to secure the best possible event score. 
McNamara's 9.55 solidified her second place compulsory place- 
ment, and in session three, following the Chinese, Bulgarians and 
Romanians and after two events, Julianne was the AA leader. In the 
last two events, all 12 routines were hit and the team score was 
189.00 (a 9.45 average). 

Romania started on BB with one miss, and were noticeably not 
the polished performers of years past. In the remaining three 
events they were consistent, only one other miss on UB, but 
showed less overall amplitude than the Chinese and had more than 
expected form breaks. 

East Germany was in the next, fourth, session with Hungary, 
Spain and West Germany. DDR began on UB with three missed 
routines while Maxi scored a 9.85. They too had only one miss (on 
BB) in their remaining three events with strong, conservative, 
consistent routines on BB, FX and vaults. All vaulting runs were 
long, last and powerful. Gnauck did a “10.0” in V warm-ups. 

In the first session of Tuesday night, the Soviet women com- 
peted with Great Britain, Holland and Sweden. The Russians began 
on beam with six nailed routines, and would go on to hit 100% in 
compulsories. Their beam presentation, dance and consistency 
outshown all other teams; their releves were higher and demon- 
strated by all six girls. On FX, tumbling, form, flexibility and 
interpretation were excellent. Alike the Chinese, their flexibility 
highlighted the dance and presentation of the routine. They were 
an excellent vaulting team, with a powerful run to help post-flight 
height and distance. The Russian bars might be their only over- 
scored event, however, consistency and superb form makes it 
dificult to find many deductions. At the conclusion of compulso- 
ries, Natalia Ilienko was the AA leader — 39.05 — (9.70 BB, 9.90 
FX, 9.65 V and 9-80 UB). Great dance, flexibility, basics and form 
are the characteristics which enabled her to beat Olympic 
Champion Elena Davydova and Maxi Gnauck. 








Davydova Elena 


Chen Yongyan 
Ma^Yahong 

Zhu Zheng 


GDR 

Linder Ann 
Klotcek Christin 
Voigi Franka 
Send Birgit 
Kraker Steffi 
Gnauck Maxi 


Stanulet Mikaela 


Dunka Rodica 
Grigorash Christina 
Turner Dumitrita 


1980 USA Olympic Te 
around after Compel 



! member Amy Koopman finished 25th in 
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Goodwin Michelle 


Talavere Tracee 


9.60 

9.70 

9.80 

9.40 


Women’s Optionals: — On Thursday night the top eight 
teams had an exciting optional meet. No one gave a serious chal- 
lenge to the Russians, even though a few missed routines momen- 
tarily opened the door for the Chinese. Misses characterized the 
evening — Maxion FX, Ilienko on UB and BB, Zakharova (USSR) on 
BB, McNamara on V, Grigorash (ROM) on BB and Agache (ROM) 
on FX. The Chinese missed routines on UB and FX. Two top 
compulsory finishers, Ilienko and Gnauck, failed to qualify for AA 
finals. 

The USA began on vaulting, and a lack of depth, consistency, 
height and distance and difficulty are the reasons vaulting was then- 
lowest event score of the night, 46.65 (no one scored above 9.50). 
McNamara missed both her vaults — tuck handspring front and 
tuck handspring front Vi twist. The first three USA competitors on 
UB had a little trouble, but Amy Koopman, Kathy Johnson and 
McNamara all hit — 9.60, 9.75 and 9.85. Beam was the USA Team's 
highest event-score in optionals, 48.20 . . . which was also the 
highest team event-score on beam. The USA Team had the best 
optional beam score at the World Championships — this is perhaps 
the highlight of the meet . . . the Russians won all seven other 
events. Both McNamara and Talavera qualified for beam finals in 
first and sixth positions. All six gymnasts finished the meet hitting 
floor exercise, but the final team score failed to keep them ahead of 
the Czechoslovakian team — losing fifth by only .20. The Czech 
team outscored the USA on vaulting, bars and floor. They were 
strong in vaulting difficulty, team depth and the politics were on 
their side. 

The Russians started the final session on V, China on UB, 
Romania on FX and DDR on BB . . . and the scores were flying. It 
was impossible to watch even 40% of the gymnastics being per- 
formed by four fine teams and over 20 top all-around gymnasts. 
The Russian team depth was awesome and combined with their 
excellent consistency accounted for their 4.70 margin of victory 
over another great team — The Peoples Republic of China. (It is 
noteworthy that the six Chinese gymnasts were the exact same six 
who competed at the 1980 USGF International Invitational in 
Hartford.) For Russia, Maria Filatova's international experience 
and success made her an almost perfect lead-off performer in all 
events. Her performances enabled the Soviet team scores to build 
from gymnast to gymnast, and the politics and ovcrscoring only 
increased their score; the Russians were clearly the champions. 
They showed better team depth and consistency than all others, 
and their team presentation, difficulty, form and dance were on-par 
with China and better overall — except for the other top individual 
all-around gymnasts from DDR, Romania, Czechoslovakia and the 
USA. 

In all there were 1 9 teams entered and 135 women competed 
in the all-around. Some of the teams who showed a continued 
improvement since the- '79 World Championships include — 
USSR, China, USA, West Germany, Great Britain and Cuba; while 
those a little down were — Romania and DDR. Remaining about 
the same were — Bulgaria, Hungary and Canada. Teams from 
Korea, France and Poland did not compete, and even though the 
Japanese finished in 11th (in '79 finished 9th) they showed an 
increased potential which fell apart with missed routines during 
competition. 


Scott Johnson (USA) competing compulsory HB in the Olympic Sports 
Complex in Moscow 
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A capsule account of the USA gymnasts in the compulsory and optional 
competitions. 


The Usa Teams 
Event By Event 


Monday — Men’s Compulsories 

The USA Team competed compulsories in the third session 
(of five total) which started at 3:00 PM Moscow local time (6:00 
AM in Chicago). In the first team session the Chinese and Japanese 
competed. The USA competed with teams from DDR, Great 
Britian, Sweden, Austria and Australia. 

Parallel Bars: First Event 


Order/Gy mna»t Notes 

Johnson, Scott Not strong in last half 
Daggett, Tim Not strong in last half 
Cahoy, Phil Routine helped set up last 
3 gymnasts 

Hartung, Jim Minor errors throughout 
routine 

Vidmar, Peter Solid routine 
Conner, Bart 4 handwalks in peach 
mount and strueli 


Routine/Hit; Score/ 

hit 9.30(77) 

hit 9.40(64) 

hit 9.65(26) 

hit 9.30(77) 

hit 9.55(42) 

hit 9.65(26) 


On PB the Japanese and Chinese were better. Their technical 
execution was stronger — showing a more extended stretch into 
the glide kip, a straighter body line with back stutz, explosive 
strueli's aiming for straight-arm work and higher dismounts with 
stuck landings. 


Horizontal Bar: 

Johnson couple of minor form 

Daggett Aggressive routine, hop on 

dismount 

Cahoy Solid routine 

Vidmar Solid routine, stuck 

dismount 

Hartung Conservative in handstand 

positions 

Conner Also conservative, hop on 

dismount 


hit 9.35(63) 

hit 930(73) 

hit 9.50(39) 

hit 9.50(39) 

hit 9.45(51) 

hit 9.60(22) 


On HB all routines were hit; 12 for 12 after two events. In 
handstand positions the Chinese were closest to lull amplitude, the 
Japanese slightly less, the USA slightly less than that. Both China 
and Japan showed stronger kips and their dismounts were stuck. 


Floor Exercise: 



Ohoy 

Form and technical 
deductions 

hit 

9.10(59) 

Johnson 

Form and technical 
deductions, strong 
tumbling 

hit 

9.25(49) 

Daggett 

Solid routine 

hit 

9.45(24) 


Vidmar Solid routine hit 9.55(17) 

Hartung Solid routine hit 9.50(20) 

Conner Lack of tumbling 

amplitude, excellent hit 9.60(12) 

transitions 

On FX the Russians, Japanese and Chinese all showed stronger 
tumbling: brani mounts were higher, flowed to the flip-flop and 
arch jumps were stronger, layout backs were also higher and 
showed a straighter body line, and tucked arabian dismount was 
also higher. The Japanese showed the dismount using a high ara- 
bian straight body dive roll position to the peak of the flip and then 
used a quick tuck-open action to gain amplitude and insured 
sticking their landings. 


Pommel Horse: 


Daggett 

(all sets were performed 




well by each gymnast; 

hit 

9.55(46) 

Johnson 

good form, position and 

hit 

9.65(33) 


excellent consistency. A 

hit 

9.75(18) 

Vidmar 

strong event for the USA 

hit 

9.75(18) 

Conner 

Team. Highest USA event 

hit 

9.80 (9) 

Hartung 

total — 39.75) 

hit 

9.80 (9) 

Rings: 




Daggett 

Solid routine 

hit 

950(46) 

Johnson 

deep hip angle on 




dismount 

hit 

9.30(88) 

Vidmar 

Conservative routine 

hit 

950(46) 

Conner 

Solid routine 

hit 

9.60(21) 

Hartung 

Solid routine 

hit 

9.60(21) 

Cahoy 

Coach Grossfeld lead 




rings off with a stronger 




routine by Daggett. 

hit 

9.20(109) 

On R the USA showed improvements in 

i the strength part and 

the dismount from the trials. Again the Russians, 

Chinese and 

Japanese appeared to hold their strength part longer, handstand 

positions w 

r ere more consistently achieved, swing parts and dis- 

mount had 

a little more amplitude and dismounts ■ 

were stuck. 

Vaulting: 

Last Event 



Johnson 

(Except for Tim Daggett, 

hit 

9.60(44) 

Daggett 

all compulsory Vaults 

miss 

7.50(170) 

Cahoy 

were hit. The top teams 

hit 

9.40(80) 

Hartung 

showed greater height 

hit 

9.80(10) 

Vidmar 

and controlled landings. ) 

hit 

9.65(37) 

Conner 


Im 

9.70(26) 

Amy Kooptnan lead the USA team in optionats, 

scoring i 

vi optional AA 

total of 38.20, placing her tenth in Thursday’s Compel ! . 

lion / optional 
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USA Compulsory Totals 



(Above) Jim Hm 
11 alt around fit 


scored a 9.90 1 


PI ce 

Gymnast 

ltm 

|| 

Score 

15 

Conner 

57.95 

USSR 

244.45 

27 

Vidmar 

57.50 

Japan 

243.50 

29 

Hartung 

57.45 

DDR 

241.60 

46 


56.60 

China 

241.25 

47 

Johnson 

56.45 

USA 

238.55 

89 

Daggett 

54.70 

W. Germany 

238.10 


The USA hit 35 of 36 routines, Daggett only missing on vault- 
ing. DDR was tremendously overscored, more so than anyone. 
DDR’s 1-2-3 men are OK, but they lack depth. The USSR, Japan and 
China were without doubt the top three teams. China did show 
some inconsistency. If all three teams had competed in the same 
session the total team scores would be closer. The USA in compari- 
son did not stick their landings in all six events, and did not show 
comparable amplitude. Their consistency was as good or better 
than the top teams. In all, an excellent showing in this first year of 
the '84 Olympic compulsory routines. Most importantly finishing 
in fifth earned the team placement in the most important last 
competition session in optionals. 

Tuesday: Women’s compulsories 

The USA Team competed compulsories in the third session 
( of 7 total ) which started at 1 :00 PM Moscow local time (4:00 AM 
in Chicago). The USA competed with teams from Switzerland and 
Romania. In the second session China and Bulgaria competed. 

Uneven Bars: First Event 


Goodwin, Michelle 
Talavera, Tracee 
Stallone, Gina 


Koopman, Amy 
Johnson, Kathy 
McNamara, Julianne 


Conservative 

routine 

No cast handstand 
prior to dismount 
Control and height 
lacking in dismount 
Solid, strong routine 
Leg form deductions 
Excellent swing, 
form and position 


9.40(29) 

9.40(29) 

9.45(27) 

9.60(17) 

9.40(29) 

9.75(8) 


On UB the USA showed improvements in handstands, form, 
dismounts and routine amplitude from the trials. McNamara's 9.75 
finished 8th. 6 for 6 consistency got the team off to a good start. 
The amplitude of the Chinese and Russians in their kipping 
elements, handstands and dismount were noticably better. 


Balance Beam: 


Major trouble with reverse 
piroutte 

Conservative routine 
Excellent routine, helped 
to set up last 3 gymnasts 
Fall on reverse piroutte 
Minor balance deductions 
throughout routine 
Excellent routine 


miss 8.90(53) 

hit 9.10(32) 

hit 9.40(8) 

fall 8.75(64) 

hit 9.25(22) 

hit 9.55(2) 


On BB the USA had their only missed routines in 
compulsories. McNamara’s 9.55 was second in compulsories as the 
scoring was low in comparison to past years, but remained 
consistent throughout all seven sessions. The elements of the 
reverse pirouette sequence caused problems for many, many 
competitors. After two events the USA was on their way to a 
successful compulsory session. 

Floor Exercise: 

Stallone Conservative routine hit 9.60(29) 

Talavera Solid routine hit 9.60(29) 

Goodwin Conservative routine hit 9.65(22) 
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in dance and flexibility separated the gymnasts, McNamara's and 
Johnson's score of 9.80 was tied for seventh with several gymnasts. 



Reading, Pennsylvania's Michelle Goodwin finished the Competition / 
compulsory and optional sessions in 35th place 


Koopman Excellent dance and 

flexibility 

McNamara Excellent tumbling and 

Johnson Excellent dance and 

tumbling 


hit 9.75(15) 

hit 9.80 (7) 

hit 9 80 (7) 


On FX the USA showed six strong routines. Talavera and 
Stallone helped set up the last three gymnasts. Stronger amplitude 


Vaulting: Last Event 

Koopman (In comparison to the top hit 

Stallone teams the USA was lacking hit 

Talavera vaulting height, distance hit 

Goodwin and did not stick the hit 

McNamara landings as well.) hit 

Johnson hit 


9.20(72) 

925(66) 

9.40(42) 

9-30(57) 

9.30(57) 

9-35(50) 


On vaulting the top teams showed faster, more powerful runs 
which in turn was converted to greater height and distance. As in 
beam the scores were consistently lower in comparison to floor 
and bars throughout all sessions. 


USA Compulsory Totals 

1 1 McNamara 38.40 

22 Johnson 37.80 

22 Talavera 37.80 

34 Stallone 37.40 

35 Koopman 37.30 

39 Goodwin 37.25 


USSR 194.40 

China 192.60 

DDR 190.25 

Romania 189.90 

USA 189.00 

CSSR 188.70 


In compulsories the USA's strong showing came from hitting 
22 of 24 routines finishing in fifth position. The Chinese and East 
Germans were unexpectedly inconsistent while the Russians hit 
10096 . The Romanians competed without Nadia Comaneci, Melita 
Ruhn and Dumitria Turner competed hurt with a bad ankle. The 
top teams showed greater team depth and gained through their 
strengths in dance, flexibility, and element amplitude with their 
top performances on each event. 


Wednesday: Men’s Optionals 

The USA Men’s Team competed in the last session, starting on 
PB, with teams from USSR, Japan, DDR, China and West Germany. 


Parallel Bars: First Event: 


Daggett Solid routine 

Johnson Solid routine 

Cahoy Excellent routine 

Hartung Loss of control on back- 

Vidmar Couple of handwalk 

Conner Perfect until 2 steps on 

dismount 


miM/fall Place 

hit 9.50(69) 

hit 9-65(46) 

hit 9.70(35) 

hit 950(69) 

hit 9.65(46) 

hit 9.75(25) 


The Japanese, Chinese and Russians showed more originality, 
combination difficulty and stronger dismounts, DDR was over- 
scored more so on PB than any other event. 


Horizontal Bar: 


Johnson 

(excellent event for all six 

hit 

9.65(40) 

Daggett 

gymnasts finishing as their 

hit 

9.60(45) 


second highest event 

hit 

9.70(31) 

Hartung 

score, 48.40) 

hit 

9.70(31) 

Conner 


hit 

9.75(26) 

Vidmar 


hit 

9.80(18) 


On HB the top teams scored higher because of better overall 
team depth, their difficulty also included more one arm giants, one 
arm combination sequences and difficult dismounts prevailed — 
double/doubles triple backs, and layout double backs. 


Floor Exercise: 

Cahoy Touched out pike double 

back mount miss 9.45(56) 

Daggett Solid Routine hit 9.60(31) 

Johnson Out of bounds ( 1 ) and 
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trouble on double-full 

miss 

960(31) 

Vidmar 

Solid Routine 

hit 

960(31) 

Conner 

Excellent transitions, 
double full dismount 

hit 

9.70(12) 

Hartung 

Out of Bounds ( 1 ) on full- 

hit 

9.70(12) 


On Floor Exercise, here again the top teams had greater depth. 
The USA demonstrated excellent transitions and creative parts, but 
tumbling difficulty, especially on dismounts brought a higher 
score. China, Japan, and Russia dismounted with double backs 


(tuck and piked) and full-ins. 



Pommel Horse: 



Daggett 

Form deductions at 
end of set 

hit 

9.45(65) 

Johnson 

Solid Routine 

hit 

9.60(37) 

Cahoy 

Stopped going into 
scissors 

miss 

9-40(69) 

Vidmar 

Excellent Routine 

hit 

9.80(9 ) 

Conner 

Excellent Routine 

hit 

980(9 ) 

Hartung 

Excellent Routine 

hit 

9.75(19) 


On PH, Vidmar and Conner’s 9.80 tied for ninth overall. The 
Chinese, Japanese and Russians were excellent — form and body 
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positions, originality gnd difficulty — pommel circle travels, spin- 
dles, off-pommel work, and back travels. "Thomas” Flair used by 
the majority of gymnasts in scissors and on the ends, in travels, on 
one pommel, and in dismount combinations. 


Rings: 

Cahoy 

Solid Routine 

hit 

9.60(45) 

Daggett 

Excellent Routine 

hit 

9.75(27) 

Vidmar 

Excellent Routine 

hit 

9.80(11) 

Conner 

Excellent Routine 

hit 

9.80(11) 

Johnson 

Landed hands/knees on 
double-double dismount 

miss 

9.70(28) 

Hartung 

Excellent Routine 

hit 

9.85(5 ) 


Rings was the highest scoring optional event, even Scott 
Johnson being short on his dismount didn’t phase the judges. The 
USA swing was comparable to all other teams; dismounts seemed 
to separate the top scores (along with politics) — layout double- 


backs, double doubles and triple-backs. 



Vaulting: Last Event 



Cahoy 

Tucked Tsuk. -full 

hit 

9.50(61) 

Daggett 

Piked Hsp.-front 

hit 

9.55(54) 

Johnson 

Layout Tsuk. -full 

hit 

9.50(61) 

Vidmar 

Piked Hsp.-front 

hit 

9.65(39) 

Conner 

Layout Tsuk. 

hit 

9.75(24) 

Hartung 

Open Tuck Hsp.-front Vi 

hit 

9.80(10) 


All six USA gymnasts hit their vaults. The top teams had 
greater team depth, powerful runs, greater height and distance, 
better form and more consistent landings. 

USA Optional Totals 


( A bore) The Parkettes Gina Stallone, competing in Moscow on FX, placed 
I jib in optional beam, scoring 9.60. The USA Women’s team beam score 
of 48.20 was the highest of the competition. 

mmmm 

CUSTOM T-SHIRT DESIGNS! 
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12 Conner 58.55 

14 Hartung 58.30 

14 Vidmar 58.30 

23 Johnson 57.70 

27 Daggett 57.45 

28 Cahoy 57.35 


USSR 295.35 

JAPAN 294.35 

China 29390 

DDR 293.55 

USA 290.60 

FRG 290.00 


Overall the USA performance was conservative, with most 
routines performed up to each individuals capability. Politics play- 
ed too major a role to draw any precise conclusions from scores or 
placements. The East German team was vastly overscored. How- 
ever, sticking dismounts seemed to be a top priority of USSR, 
China, Japan and DDR — The US team could not match them here 
in comparison. The USA team demonstrated good form, technique 
and a consistency of performance at a high level of difficulty. The 
top three teams showed a slightly greater degree of difficulty, 
especially on FX, PH, PB and HB, but nothing that more work and 
time won't cure 


Thursday: Women's Optionals 

The USA team competed optionals in the night session with 
Czechoslavakia, Bulgaria, and Hungary. The US started on vaulting 
and competed in Olympic order — V, UB, BB FX. The final night 
session included the USSR, China, DDR and Romania. 

Vaulting: first event (best vault) 


Order/Gymnast Note* Routine 

Goodwin 2nd V — Full on/full off hit 

Stallone 1st V — Full on/full off hit 

Johnson' 1st V — Layout Tsuk. hit 

Talavera 2nd V — Tuck Hsp. Front 

Vi twist hit 

Koopman 2nd V — Tuck Tsulc-full hit 


9.25(48) 

9.25(48) 

9.25(48) 

9.40(32) 

9.50(25) 


McNamara 


2nd V — Tuck Hsp.-Front 


miss 8.80(82) 


McNamara missed both vaults, on her second vault she finish- 
ed short and touched it out. The top teams showed greater team 
depth and better height, distance and a consistency in landings. 
They also demonstrated a faster more powerful run. 


Uneven Bars 

Stallone Fell on tuck front catch 

Goodwin Missed handstand 

pirouette 

Talavera Not a typically strong 


fall 9.05(75) 

miss 9.35(55) 

hit 9.50(36) 


Johnson 
McNamara 

Uneven Bars 
48.05, but this tea 


Solid routine, weak foot 

form hit 9.60(29) 

Excellent routine hit 9.75(20) 

Excellent routine hit 9-85(6 ) 

the US Team’s second highest event-score, 
seventh, behind the top five teams 


and Bulgaria. Team depth and consistency were the reasons. 


Balance Beam 

Koopman Excellent Routine hit 9.50(22) 

Stallone "Hit Beam Routine 

of her life” hit 9.60(13) 

Goodwin Conservative, but solid 

routine hit 9.60(13) 

Johnson Excellent, till under- 

twisted double-full 

dismount hit 9.40(31) 

Talavera Excellent Routine hit 9.70(3 ) 

McNamara Excellent Routine hit 9.80( 1 ) 

USA beam, 48.20, was the highest scoring event total in the 
competition. The Soviet Team lost only one event all week — 
beam to the USA Team of Koopman, Stallone, Goodwin, Johnson, 
Talavera, McNamara and Shari Mann and Lisa Zeis. McNamara won 
beam in optionals and finished as the leading qualifier for finals, 
with Talavera third in optionals and qualifing sixth. Good consis- 
tency and form, team depth and two top scores. 



Floor Exercise: Last Event 



Goodwin 

Solid Routine 

hit 

935(33) 

Koopman 

Good twisting tumbling 
and dance 

hit 

9.60(13) 

Stallone 

Solid routine 

hit 

9.25(42) 

Talavera 

Lower than usual tumbling 

hit 

9.35(33) 

McNamara 

Excellent routine 

hit 

9.65(11) 

Johnson 

Excellent routine 

hit 

9.60(13) 


Hit six for six routines, McNamara qualifying for finals and 
Kathy Johnson finishing ninth overall. The top teams again gained 
on the US in team depth. The top gymnasts were dismounting with 
double somersaults or showed good combination tumbling. 


10 Koopman 38.20 

12 McNamara 38,10 

13 Johnson 38.00 

14 Talavera 37.95 

18 Goodwin 37.55 

21 Stallone 37.15 


1 USSR 194.90 

2 China 192.00 

3 DDR 191.85 

4 Romania 191.60 

5 TCH 190.95 

6 USA 190.65 


(•Note: Placement is taken off official scoresheet, ties were 
not considered in placement, only the specific number.) 
Optionally the USA team placed all six gymnasts in the top 21 
scores; overall compulsory and optional placements in 
competition I were 13, 23, 23, 25, 25 and 45th. The overall 
consistency of the team was exceptional considering this is the 
first year of the new compulsory routines. The political climate 
was not favorable to the total team score. Amy Koopman had an 
excellent first major international competition and except for a fall 
on compulsory beam deserved to be in the all around finals. 
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Munich, Germany hosted the October World Championships. The 
Bulgarians sweep the team and all around medals. USA improving. 

Zina Mironov Mia Svirskiy Norma Zabka 


Rhythmic Gymnastics world 
Championships 


R hythmic Gymnastics is well-known in Europe and 
has deep roots going back as far as the Greek Olym- 
pics. It has been incorporated into other art forms 
such as dance, and has been a part of Artistic Gym- 
nastics, in past Olympic Games in group routines using indian 
clubs and hoops. It was very popular for youth in exhibitions and 
pageants. In the late 1940’s, Rhythmic Gymastics separated itself 
from all other art forms and became a sport all of it's own. In 1963, 
the first World Championships in Rhythmic Gymnastics were held 
in Budapest, Hungary, and since that time, every second year. Most 
recently, however, we celebrated the World Championships in 
Munich, Germany. It was only the second time that a full team from 
the United States was represented. 

The Rhythmic Gymnastics World Championships was such a 
popular event that even on an ordinary day, Wednesday, October 
21, 1981, during the middle of the week and with bad weather, it 
was impossible to get a ticket into the enormous stadium. Many 
countries sent delegations to observe it. 

The Championships started with group competition. Each 
country was prepared to fight for the championship, but teams 
from Russia, Bulgaria, Japan, Germany and Czechoslovakia were 
out of reach. With the other countries, the United States had a 
chance. Our young team had improved tremendously, but Spain, 
Poland and Italy had improved more thus the United States team 
could not beat them. The United States team placed 1 1th in the 
competition and this was just a little less than what we could 

Our individual competitors, Lydia Bree, Sue Soffe and Valerie 
Zimring, were as colorful young flowers in the first winter snow. 
Each of them broke the 9. level receiving between them a total of 
five scores over 9. They placed in the middle of all the competitors, 
coming in 34th, 42nd and 44th place. However, it was a great 
experience for the U.S. team, both group and individual, to see 
such accomplished, skillful performers. It inspired them and 
created the goal to work three times as hard to be as good as the 
European champion. We did receive many compliments about the 
great potential of our young team. AH things considered, the 
United States team represented their country well and we can be 
proud of them, 

USA Coaches Report — Alla Svirskiy 

The World Championships in Rhythmic Gymnastics is the 
biggest competition in this sport and is run every two years. The 
preparation for this meet began two years ago with many training 
camps; the last leg of this preparation was the National Sports 
Festival held in Syracuse, New York, run by the United States 
Olympic Committee. There the final decision for the national team 


In September, all members of the national team, by their own 
enthusiasm and support of parents, came to Los Angeles to train 
together for one month prior to the competition. On October 4th 
we departed for the Olympic Training Camp in Colorado Springs 
for two weeks of intensive training. The team members for the 
group routine were Nancy Neufeld ( Los Angeles), Selina Woolerey 
(LA), Stacy Oversier (LA), Karla Newell (Detroit), Michele Berube 
(Detroit), Amy Schatz (Detroit), and alternates Kelly Zaloudek 
(Oklahoma) and Karen Lyon (Detroit). 

The team members for the individuals were Sue Soffe (Agoura, 
CA), Lydia Crabtree (Redondo Beach, CA), Valerie Zimring (LA), 
and alternate Wendy Hilliard (Detroit). We practiced between 
seven and eight hours daily with a very difficult schedule which all 
gymnasts followed without complaint. The group routine, which 
needs many, many hours of synchronized workout was getting 
better and better. The gymnasts were finally able to workout with 
full amplitude due to the fact they had a gym with a high ceiling. 
The camp ended with a big exhibition at Wasson High School in 
Colorado Springs where other members of various national teams 
and officials of the Olympic Committee attended to watch the 
team perform. The gymnasium was packed with students who had 
seen Rhythmic Gymnastics in other exhibitions. 

On October 16th we departed for Munich. We arrived on the 
17th and were exhausted from the long flight; we were eager to 
rest but had to go to the Olympia Halle to get our identification 
cards. We were too tired to practice on this first day in Munich. 

On the 18th we practiced at the main gymnasium, where we 
were to compete. This was a beautiful gym with an incredibly high 
ceiling, but it would be our first and only time to practice in this 
gym. 

The next day we practiced in a gym with a low ceiling which 
was the very thing we had been hampered with all throughout the 
year. During the workout someone tossed a club and shattered a 
light, and clearing up the glass took away from our timed workout 
schedule. AH the girls looked healthy and in good shape (except 
Kelly who had reinjured her ankle at training camp and was still in 
pain.) 

On October 20th, Lydia woke up with the flu and Valerie had a 
headache. The competition was to begin on the 21st, but it was 
only for the group routines. We had not seen any of the Europeans 
in practice and the last time we saw any international competitors 
was a year ago at the Championships of the Four Continents, where 
Japan took first place. 

On the first day, the judges drew, and our judge, Andrea 
Schmid, did not get a place in the judging set. We were up third, 
after China. On this first day we received a good score for composi- 
tion, 9.30, but our execution score was low, 8.35. We definitely felt 
the loss of our judge!! We felt as if our result was lower than what 
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Shown above competing at the National Sports Festival, Valerie Zlmring 
and Sue Soffe, both USA Rhythmic team members (Left) Stacy Oversier 


we deserved. We took 1 1th place on the first day. Already this was 
an improvement from the last World Championships, where they 
placed 14th. 

The next day, October 22, individuals performed rope and 
ribbon. The morning competition was a disappointment to me 
because Valerie felt sick. The doctor gave her medicine which 
made her drowsy and she fell asleep on the way to the competition. 
We received a good draw, and Lydia was feeling much better. She 
was comfortable and more confident due to her previous experi- 
ence in many competitions. Lydia was the first of the USA girls to 
compete. Her rope routine was with good amplitude and expres- 
sion and it scored an 8.90. Sue went with rope, showing good 
technique and scored well with a 9.15. Valerie performed in the 
second rotation, but I felt she was still sick. In the middle of the 
routine she lost her ribbon during a spin on her back. With this 
major mistake she scored an 8.60. Lydia’s second routine was 
consistent, as was her overall performance, and she scored an 8.90 
which I felt could easily have been nine or higher. But a name is 
important in this competition and Lydia didn't compete interna- 
tionally this year and her name was unfamiliar to the judges. Sue’s 
ribbon was good with two 9.05’s in a row. Valerie performed with 
rope and had several small errors but her score was 9.0 because her 
routine was very original and impressive. This completed the 
second day of competition. In the last World Competitions we 
took ninth, but so far we already had three nines. 

October 23rd, and both group and individuals competed. We 
were ready to compete and not bothered by the rules of having no 
starch in the ribbons and the tedious measurement of the equip- 
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competing in the group exercise. 


ment. The group wanted to place in the top ten, I looked at my girls 
and was surprised at how these young ladies, who only performed 
once internationally, were so calm and yet so aggressive in their 
desire to compete. I wanted to make our team confident in them- 
selves so they wouldn't feel the Europeans were better than them 
even before the competition started. 


“Lydia Crabtree’s consistency in this 
competition was what made her our 
leading performer. ” 


Our team had the youngest average age of all the teams and 
have much potential. They showed confidence and poise during 
their performance at the World Championships. The routine was 
excellent on the second day of group performances. We scored 
almost one-half point higher on execution, 8.95 and in composi- 
tion we scored 9.20. For execution we were in 7th place, and 
overall we were in 1 1th place. 

We missed being in the finals by a mere .65. Although the team 
didn't make it into the finals I felt satisfied. I was pleased with their 
performance and felt as if the team was really on its way up and had 
much potential for the future. I want to thank these gymnasts for 
their excellent performance, behavior, discipline, attitude and for 
putting their trust in me. I believe they will have many victories in 
their future and in the Los Angeles Olympics in 1984. 
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The individuals did their last two routines. Sue didn't have a 
successful day — dropping clubs and making mistakes with ribbon, 
she scored 8.70 and 8.75. However, the crowd still liked her and 
appreciated her expression and flexibility. Valerie competed in 
hoop and gave an excellent performance, scoring the highest 
American score — 9-30. Clubs had several mistakes and scored 
only 8.70. Lydia did an excellent hoop routine and received 9.15, 
and clubs was consistent with an 8.9. Lydia performed beautifully 
overall during the competition and she came out in first place 
among the American girls. We completed the meet and could then 
enjoy the last day to watch the finals. 


“Our team had the youngest average of all 
the teams and have much potential. ” 


In summarizing the competition, the quality of the individual 
routines were much higher than that of the group routines — 
however I wasn't impressed with the composition of the group 
routines as compared to the London World Championships held 
two years ago. The Bulgarians triumphed by winning 1 1 of the 
possible 16 medals. Russia's Irina Devina also performed 
brilliantly. To progress in the sport we need to have more 
international meets and to publicize the sport toitsmaximum — as 
well as develop the general endurance of our gymnasts. 

STUTTGARD 

After the World Championships, the United States Team trav- 
eled on to Stuttgard, Germany to participate in a performance. 
Afterwards, five of the Detroit gymnasts were invited to stay for a 
clinic given by the Bulgarian coach, N. Robeva, who is considered 
the best in the world. It was very beneficial to our girls to see the 
German and Bulgarian gymnasts and to show their own skills. 

The girls had the opportunity to speak with the Bulgarian 
coach and to Iliana Raeva, who is a European champion placing 
second in the world. To Iliana, it was a great disappointment to 
have lost the championship and she took it very hard. But, she was 
able to discuss and analyze what had happened with our girls. They 
learned from her how hard one has to work to win and, how to lose. 


‘‘The Bulgarians triumphed by winning 1 1 
of the possible 1 6 medals. ” 


They also learned new elements and techniques and brought 
home a couple of new routines and music. Afterwards, Michelle 
Berube and Wendy Hilliard of Detroit were invited to train in Sofia, 
Bulgaria by the coach. Wendy stayed for three weeks and Michelle 
just returned on December 9. Although we were tired, it was a 
great experience to stay for all of us. 


USA Judges Report — Norma Zabka 

It was a pleasure and an honor to represent the United States at 
the 1981 Rhythmic Gymnastics World Championships in Munich. 
Our U.S. competitors were a delight to be with all along the way. 
They are young ladies, who are a credit to their country, their 
parents, their hometown coaches, the world championship coach- 
es, our manager, and certainly to themselves. 

Each country was permitted two judges, one of which would 
judge individual events and the other of which would judge the 
group event. My assignment was the individual events. Because of 
the number of judges, each judge was assured of judging either the 
preliminaries or the finals, but some, by the luck of the draw, would 
judge both. I was particularly pleased to draw the preliminaries, as 
I was anxious to be judging when all of the U.S. girls would be 
performing. Unfortunately, none of our girls made the finals, but 1 
again drew to judge the finals. The superior judge for each event is 
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(Above Right) Lydia Crabtree finished the Rhythmic World Cham- 
pionships all around in 34th place, Sue Soffe In 42nd The USA team 
placed Uth in the group exercise 

usually, as it was in this case, a member of the FIG committee and 
these assignments are made by the Chairman of the Technical 
Committee, Mde. Rinaldi. The panel of judges, again, is selected by 
draw. I drew the ribbon event and I believe I was the only judge 
who had the same event in both the preliminary and final competi- 
tions. For the first time in Rhythmic Gymnastics World Champion- 
ships, open scoring was used. Although, I always felt it was good for 
the audience, my experience in this competition made me realize 
how this method can cut down on the influence of the superior 
judge. With closed scoring, judges do not know any other judge's 
score. In closed scoring, therefore, it is possible for a superior 



| 



judge to convince a judge that her score is somewhat out of line. 
With open scoring, all judges know how their judgement 
compares to other judges. My one regret was that I experienced 
the attempt of an unfair intimidation by a superior judge and was 
very thankful for open scoring. 

As for the results of this competition, there can be no doubt in 
anyone’s mind that the Bulgarians reign supreme in rhythmic 
gymnastics. They are in a class by themselves. What makes them so 
special? They are absolutely secure in the handling of the hand 
apparatus, they are beautiful in face, beautiful in body, their rou- 
tines are very personal in that they express their individual per- 
sonalities, they enjoy their routines and they express this to the 
audience. They sell their routines artfully without being falsely 
theatrical. I look with interest at the performances of the current 
champions particularly when I recall the work of previously suc- 
cessful Bulgarian gymnasts. Some years ago, the Bulgarians lost 
their top ranked gymnasts and coach in a tragic air accident. They, 
too, were ranked first, but their work was entirely different from 
the leading Bulgarians today. The equipment manipulation skill 
was always excellent, but today the dance work and the personal- 
ities are more artful. 

Our U.S. gymnasts have improved with each World Cham- 
pionship. Generally speaking, I believe that our alternate at this 
World Championships would have received the same scores as the 
first performer of the last Championships. In addition, in this 
competition, all three individual gymnasts scored some 9 pt. 
scores. This has never happened before. This is progress! 

As judge in the ribbon event, I can very definitely point out 
where each of our competitors lost at least .3 pt. Judges were 
directed to very carefully look for any dead ends of the ribbon. We 
were not alone, but I saw with attention to this detail, we can pick 
up an easy -3--6 pts. 

As I look back at the competition, I believe that to improve 
further, we need to work first for consistent performances and 
then work on more unique or personal individual work and music. 
Lydia Crabtree’s consistency in this competition was what made 
her our leading performer. 
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Rhythmic Gymnastics World Championships 
October 21-24, 1981 Munich, Germany 


All Around Competition 


Rope Hoop Clubs Ribbon Total 


1 Ralenkova, Anelia 

2. Raeva, lliana 

3. Ignatova, Lilia 

4. Devina, Irina 

5. Kutkaite, Oalja 

6. Rlscher. Carmen 

7. Bosanska, Daniela 

8. Havllckova, Iveta 

9. Derjuglna, Irina 

10, Weber, Regina 

12. Yamazald. Hlroko 

13. Bobo, Marta 

14. Klos-Sulima. Anna 

15. Kovacs, Gyorgyi 

16. Batkova, Sarka 

17. Rgeland-Kowalak, Ewa 

18. Reljin. Milena 

19. Dittrich, Dianca 
Guillen, Susana 
Alcaraz, Eva 
Ota. Michiyo 
Folga, Teresa 
Shao. Jla 
Jansson. Anna 
inglender, Timea 
Peccianti, Claudia 
Abraham, Anke 
Loucky, Petra 
Fung, Lori 
Wang, Xiurong 
Popescu, Rozica 
Huschke, Katrin 
Crabtree, Lydia 
Bercvall, Gunloeg 
Staccioli. Guilia 

Bryant, Debbie 
Verzasconi, Grazia 
Cordos, Dorina 
De Bruijn, Angellque 
Sofia, Sue 
Tanasa, Mihaela 


Knlp, Susanna 
Hernandez Barrientos, Aida 



BUL 

BUL 

BUL 

URS 

URS 

FRG 

TCH 

TCH 

URS 

FRG 

JAP 

JAP 

SPA 

POL 

HUN 

TCH 

POL 

YUG 

SDR 

SPA 

JAP 

POL 

CHI 

SWE 

HUN 

FRG 

GDR 

CAN 

CHI 

ROM 

GDR 

SWE 

ITA 

CAN 

CAN 

SWI 

ROM 

HOL 

USA 

ROM 

HOL 


CHI 

CUB 


NOR 

YUG 

GBR 

HOL 

YUG 

DEN 

SWI 

NOR 

FRA 

DEN 

N2L 


9.75 39.15 

9.80 39.05 

9.70 39.05 

9.50 3840 

9.60 38.20 
9.25 38.10 

9.50 37.85 
9.25 37.80 
9.40 37.70 
9.25 37.55 
9.40 37.45 
9.20 37.45 
9.05 37,40 
9.35 37.25 
9.00 37.20 
9.15 37.15 
9.15 37.15 
9.05 36.90 
8.95 36.65 
8.90 36.60 
8.95 36.50 
8.90 36.35 
9.10 36.30 
8.90 36.30 
8.85 36.30 
8.85 36.20 
9.10 36.20 
8.30 36.15 
8.30 36.10 
8.90 36.05 
8.95 35.90 
9.15 35.90 
8.90 35.85 

8.80 35.80 
8.55 35.80 
8.65 35.75 
8.55 35.75 

8.60 35.75 
8.95 35.70 
8.85 35,70 
9.05 35.65 
9.15 35.65 

8.75 35.60 
8.75 35.60 
8.60 35.60 

8.65 35.35 
8.90 35.30 
8.85 35.30 

8.50 35.30 

8.70 35.20 
8.75 3520 
8.55 35.20 
8.75 3520 
8.60 35.15 
8.55 35.15 
8.55 35.05 
8.50 34,95 
8.45 34.90 
8.60 34.90 


Group Routine Competition 


Prelim Prelim Prelim Prelim Prelim Prelim Combined 
A B Total-1 A B Total-2 Total 


1. BUL 9.80 9.60 

2. URS 9.70 9.50 

3. TCH 9.60 9.25 

4. JAP 9.50 9.20 

5. ESP 9.20 8.95 

6. REA 9.45 8.70 

7. POL 9.25 8.95 

8. ITA 9.25 8.95 

9. CAN 9.15 8.70 

10. NOR 9.30 8.35 

11. USA 9.05 8.55 


19.40 9.85 9.70 

19.20 9.75 9.55 

18.85 9.70 9.25 

18.70 9.45 9.30 

18.15 9.50 9.05 

18.15 9.50 9.00 

18.20 9.50 8.90 

18.20 9.30 8.90 

17.85 9.30 8.80 

17.65 9.30 8.95 

17.60 9.20 8.95 


19.55 38.95 
19.30 38.50 
18.95 37.80 
18.75 37.45 

18.55 36.70 
18.50 36.65 
18.40 36.60 
18.20 36.40 
18.10 35.95 
18.25 35.90 
18.15 35.75 


12. HON 9.40 7.85 
12. HOL 9.00 8.50 

14. AUT 9.10 8.45 

15. SUI 8.90 8.60 

16. CHN 8.90 8.55 

17. SWE 9.00 8.35 

18. NZL 8.85 8.05 

19. GBR 8.85 8.25 

20. BRA 8.70 8.20 

21. AUS 8.80 7.95 


17.25 9.50 8.85 
17.50 9.35 8.75 
17.55 9.15 8.55 
17.50 9.05 8.55 
17.45 8.95 8.55 
17.35 9.10 8.40 
16.90 9.00 8.45 
17.10 8.85 8.30 
16.90 8.80 8.30 
16.75 8.50 7.85 


18.35 
18.10 
17.70 
17.60 
17.50 
17.50 
17.45 
17.15 
17.10 

16.35 


35.60 

35.60 

35.25 

35.10 
34 95 
34.85 
34.35 

34.25 
34.00 

33.10 


Finals Competition 
Final — Rope 




Prelim 

Final 

Penalty 

Tolal 

1 Ignatova Lilia 

BUL 

9.85 

9.85 


19.70 


BUL 

9.85 

9.75 


19.60 


BUL 

9.80 

9.75 


19.55 

4. Devina Irina 

URS 

9.65 

9.80 


19.45 


URS 

9.60 

9.75 


19.35 

6. Derjugina Irina 

URS 

9.55 

9.70 


19.25 

7. Bosanska Daniela 

TCH 

9.60 

9.60 


19.20 

8. Kiscner Carmen 

RFA 

9.50 

9.60 


19.10 


Final - 

- Club 










BUL 

9.75 

9.85 


19.60 


BUL 

9.75 

9.80 


19.55 


BUL 

9.75 

9.80 


19.55 

4. Derjugina Irina 

URS 

9.75 

9.75 


19.50 

5. Kutkaite Dalja 

URS 

9.70 

9.65 


19.35 

6. Devina Irina 

URS 

9.55 

9.70 


19.25 


TCH 

9.65 

9.50 


19.15 

8. Rischer Carmen 

RFA 

9.60 

8.95 

0.20 

18.35 


Final — 

- Hoop 






Prelim 

Final 

Penalty 

Tolal 

1 Ralpnknva Anplia 

BUL 

9.80 

9.90 


19.70 

2. Ignatova Lilia 

BUL 

9.75 

9.90 


19.65 

3. Devina Irina 

URS 

9.75 

9.80 


19.55 


BUL 

9.70 

9.80 


19.50 


TCH 

9.60 

9.75 


19.35 


URS 

9.60 

9.65 


19.25 

7. BoBo Marla 

ESP 

9.60 

9.50 


19.10 

8. Rischer Carmen 

REA 

9.50 

9.70 

0.10 

19.10 


Final — 

Ribbon 





Prelim 

Final 


Tntal 

1 Devina Irina 

URS 

9.80 

9.90 


19.70 


BUL 

9.80 

9.80 


19.60 

3. Ralenkova Anelia 

BUL 

9.75 

9.80 


19.55 

4. Ignatova Lilia 

BUL 

9.70 

9.80 


19.50 

5. Rischer Carmen 

RFA 

9.60 

9.70 


19.30 

6. Kutkaite Dalja 

URS 

9.50 

970 


19.20 


TCH 

9.50 

9.55 


19.05 

8. Weber Regina 

RFA 

9.40 

9.60 


19.00 



Prelim 

Finals Finals 

Penalty 

Finals Total 

A & B 

A B 


Tolal 



1. BUL 19.475 

2. URS 19.250 

3. TCH 18.900 

4. JPN 18.725 

5. RFA 18.325 

6. POL 18.300 

7. ESP 18.350 

8. ITA 18.200 


9.85 9.45 0.20 

9.80 9.50 0.20 

9.75 9.50 

9.70 9.50 

9.55 9.30 0.10 

9.55 9.10 

9.55 9.00 

9.35 8.90 


19.100 38.575 

19.100 38.350 

19.250 38.150 

19.200 37.925 

18.750 37.075 

18.650 36.950 

18.550 36.900 

18.250 36.450 
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This Utile 



coaches 


and owners 
big money! 

Numerous calls, letters of com- 
pliments and thanks to SPRINGCO 
have arrived letting us know how 
much customers appreciate our pro- 
duct. Coaches have attested to our: 

• Great performance quality 

• Durability 

• Well written, easy to follow plans 

• Quick installation time 

• Promotional ideas for financing. 
Your booster club's handy-man and 
crew will appreciate the easy to 
follow plans and the short, six to eight 
hours for installation. 


If a complete spring-action floor for 
$1600-51800 fits your pocketbook 
better than the other floors you've 
seen clip and mail the attached 
coupon or call the numbers listed 
below. 


Springco 

Jeff Metzger 


wgggss 


Queen City 
Gymnastics Center Inc. 
1118 Deerfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 
(513) 289-2954 u 

(513) 793-9665 


introducing the 


POWER BOARD 




MOVING? 

Please notify us 
6 months in 
advance. 



Name 



State 

Zip 


Attach last USGF Gymnastics magazine 
mailing label here for address change. 
List new mailing address above. 
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LEATHER HANDGRIPS 


# B Boys or girls's handgrips 
Sizes: XS, S. M & L 
# C World's best high bar grips 
Sizes: Medium or Large 
Extra Large 

# E Onc-pc. constructed ring grips 
Junior size 
One size fits all 
# F Super Ring Grips 
One size fits all 

Note : Send outline of hands with order. 


*5.50 per pr. Ppd. 


*8.00 per pr. Ppd. 
*9.00 per pr. Ppk. 

*12.50 per pr. Ppd. 
*1 3.50 per pr. Ppd. 

* 18.00 per pr. Ppd. 


FRANK ENDO 

1801 1 La Salle Ave., Gardena, CA 90248 


JOIN THE 
WINNERS’ 
CIRCLE! 



If you're between 10 and 17, 
take the President's 
Physical Fitness Test and see 
if you can win this award 
and join the winners' circle. 

For information speak to 
your teacher or write Fitness, 
Washington, D.C. 20201. 

0NLYTHE BEST PASS 
THE PRESIDENT’S FITNESS TEST. 
CAN YOU? 


OFFICIAL 

1984 OLYMPIC 

POMMEL HORSE 



ORDER YOURS TODAY I 
OOH LA LA! INC. 

RO. Box 2029 
Monterey Park, CA 91754 
Enclosed is □ check □ money order tor _ 
POMMEL HORSE pints) at S3.95 ea. p, 
.50 handling. California residents add l 




Then come for 
intensive training to 

AMERICAN 
GYMNASTIC 
CAMP 

Enrollment is 
limited, with a 
high staff/pupil 
ratio. A staff 
member is assigned 
to each camper to 
insure progress. 

Owner and 
Camp Director, 

Dr. Frederic Pierce, 
is personally 
involved in 
instruction. 

Individual and group instruc- 
tion. All classifications from 
novice to professional 
receive equal attention. 

A rustic and beautiful 
setting, with lake and re- 
creational facilities; com- 
pletely equipped gymna- 
sium; modern, comfortable 
cabins. Now in its 13th year. 

For complete information on 
program and facilities, phone 
or write for our catalogue. 

AMERICAN 

WaP gymnastic 

CAMP 

N 416 Prentice Road 
Vestal, New York 
13850 

CALL TOLL FREE 

800/847-3747 


GYMNASTICS JAN/FEB ’t 


59 



Engraved Glassware 
a Sparkling Gift Idea 



Each piece is hand etched for you with 
our special satin finish and personalized 

(§Ib |lnglisl] JScript 

Circle the position or Slogan 
of your choice 


t Y. Jr 

& K 

3333 “ 



The Treasure House Engraving 
4801 E Shore Drive 
Virginia Beach, VA 23455 


: price includes a figure or slogan. Any 



Beer Mug(s) $6.00 ea. 

Tall Glass(es) $4.50 ea 

Coffee Cup(s) $4.00 ea. 

Candy Jar(s) $4.50 ea. 

Tall Wine(s) $5.00 ea. 

Extra figure or slogan 

add $1.50 

VA Residents Add 4% Tax 

Postage and Handling 

$1.50 per item 

Total Amount Enclosed 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

□ Send Wholesale & Special Logo Info. 
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manuscript, a short personal biography. Manuscripts may be edited for 
and any included photos should be black and white, 5" x 7" or larf 
attached photo description and identity of photographer. 


zrz: 


I be black 
include a 



If you want to excel at gymnastics, here’s a superior training program that 
can launch you to the heights of your potential. 


No matter what class you're in, Beginner, Intermediate, or Advanced, we'll show you 
how to polish your skills into smooth-flowing, graceful perfection. You name the 
trick— vaults, circles, handsprings, splits, walkover, pirouettes, sommies, twisters, round 
off, giant swings— and we’ll work with you until you "hit” it— perfectly. 

Train with Champions. At the National Gymnastics Training Centre, you'll dramatically 
improve your technique under the watchful eye and personal supervision of Olympian Don 
Tonry, our renowned Director of Training. (Don's outstanding career includes 7 National 
Individual Championships, the 1960 Olympic Team, 2 Pan American and 3 World Games 
Olympian Don Tonry teams.) 

Waiting for you at the Nation’s Finest Gymnastics Training Center... 

■ A stunning new sports complex featuring a 1 10 x 140 foot Chem-Turf floor; a temperature 
controlled indoor environment in a magnificent outdoor mountain setting. 

■ Official Olympic apparatus for both Boys' and Girls' events; crash and landing mats, 48 panalite n 
overhead spotting belts, and special "educator model" apparatus for small hands and bodies. 

■ Multiple sets of new, official Olympic apparatus; 6 sets of cable uneven bars 
(including Reflex III), 12 padded Balance Beams, 3 vaulting stations, rings, 
parallel and horizontal bars, and AMF spring floor. 

■ Individual instruction by top collegiate and club coaches 
using “progressive” training methods; five 45-minute 
intensive sessions daily, plus optional evening 90-minute 
open training period. 

■ Special lectures, demonstrations and film programs. 

■ A 16-station universal gym; hot tub whirlpool, cold 
pack training room. 

■ Full recreational program; tennis, swimming, 
canoeing, volleyball, hiking, basketball. 

Excellent housing featuring wall-to-wall 
carpeting, wood-paneled bedrooms and fireside 
lounges; beautiful lakeside dining room. 

If you're ready to take off to new heights of 

gymnastic poise and self-confidence— 

Come Fly With Us! 

For a complimentary brochure call (914) 856-4316 

or clip and mail the coupon now! 


Gymnastics Training Centre 


the National 
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Guest Opinion: Readers are encouraged to submit constructive commentaries or 
criticisms to the Editors of this magazine for possible publication under the Guest 
Opinion Department. Manuscripts should be approximately 1050 words in length and 
should be oriented toward identifying solutions to problem areas, This department is 
designed as a forum for members of the readership to "speak their peace. " Contributors 
to this department should include with their double-spaced typewritten manuscript a 
short biography of their involvement with gymnastics and a head shot photograph. 


UNITED STATES PROFESSIONAL GYMNASTICS 
CLASSIC TOUR SCHEDULE 

Saturday, January 23 Kansas City, MO— Kemper Arena 
Tueiday, January 26 Louisville, KY— Freedom Hall 
Wedneaday, January 27 Lexington, KY— Lexington Center 


Friday, January 29 Cincinnati, OH — Riverfront Coliseum 
Saturday, January 30 St. Louis, MO— Checkerdome 



Friday, February 5 South Bend, IN— U. ot Notre Dame Arena 
Sunday, February? Rockford, IL— Metro Center Arena 
Tuesday, February 9 Dubuque, IA— Five Flags Center 
Thursday, February 1 1 Madison, Wl— Dane County Coliseum 
Friday, February 12 Milwaukee, Wl— The Mecca 
Sunday, February 14 Chicago. IL— The Stadium (two peris.) 
Wednesday, February 17 Dayton, OH — McCans Arena 
Friday, February 19 Detroit, Ml— Joe Lewis Arena 


Saturday, February 20 Cleveland, OH— The Coliseum 
Sunday, February 21 Toledo, OH— Centennial Arena 
Tuesday, February 23 Pittsburgh, PA— Civic Arena 
Friday, February 26 Providence, Rl— Civic Center 
Saturday, February 27 Boston, MA— Boston Garden 
Sunday, February 28 Hartford. CT— Civic Center 
Tuesday, March 2 Glen Falls. NY— Civic Center 
Wednesday, March 3 8inghamton, NY— Broome County 

Thursday, March 4 Syracuse, NY— Onondaga War Memorial 
Arena 

Mondey, March 8 Philadelphia, PA-The Spectrum 
Tuesday, March 9 Hershey. PA— Hershey Arena 
Wednesday, March 10 Bethlehem. PA— Stabler Arena 
Thursday, March 11 Washington, O.C. — Capitol Center 
Sunday, March 14 Richmond, VA-The Coliseum 
Tuesday, March 16 Hampton, VA-The Coliseum 
Thursday, March 18 Roanoke, VA-Civic Center 
Saturday, March 20 Greensboro, NC — The Coliseum 
Sunday, March 21 Ashville, NC— Civic Center 


Classified Advertising 


FEMALE GYMNASTICS COUSELORS: Maine Girls' Camp with years +. Salary S650-S1000, depending on experience, 
outstanding gymnastics program. Uneven Parallels, Balance room, board, laundrv + travel and clothing allowance. June 
Beams, separate regulation floor exercise area, vaulting, 19th-August 22nd. Complete details to: Allen Cramer, 180 
trampoline. All counselors have bunk responsibilities. 20 East End Ave., New York, NY 10028 (212) 744-3420. 


8 

i m 

PORTaPIT - the world's leader in high jump and pole vault landing 
surfaces - presents a complete line of gymnastic mats . . . 
ranging from YU" tumbling mats to 30" crash pads. 

The best thing about PORTaPIT mats . . . they'repricedtofityour budget! 
Write or call us for a quotation and free color brochure. 


PMaPH 

Ml 







YOU'RE A 
STAR IN 


CAPEZIO 

New and knock-out, two 
great Capezio gymnastic 
leotards in 100% full fash- 
ioned nylon. The Orbit: triple 
striped, V-neck, long sleeved 
and with front zipper. The 
Rainbow: scoop neck, long 
sleeved with triple stripe 
from waist to arm. Both in P, 

S, M, L adult sizes and both 
in children's sizes too, S, MS, 
M,L. 

On their feet: the famous 
Capezio * gymnastic shoe, 
the Spartan. 


For the name of the near- 
est Capezio dealer who will 
special order these leotards 
in your team colors and for 
the New 1982 Capezio Cata- 


Makers, Inc., Dept. IG2, 
1860 Broadway, New York, 
NY. 10023. 


Capezio's 
been dancing; 
since 1887* 



* lit IBP* 

The BEST Gymnastic Camp and Training Facility In the World 


KURT THOMAS 

With IG Camp's new 
gym, I feel that Bruno 
Klaus has the best 
training facility in our 
country and one of 
the best in the world. 
This new gym pro- 
vides each gymnast from beginning to elite 
with the best possible training equipment 
in this country. 




- Olympian, I 


amplon, 



GERALD GEORGE 

The new Olympic 

I Training Center at In- 
ternational Gymnas- 
tics Camp Is the best 
equipped facility of 
its kind in the world. 
It has been carefully 
and systematically designed to provide op- 
timum learning experiences for beginner 
to elite-level gymnastics. Of particular 
significance Is the "All-Events" Landing Pit 
System. This unique concept provides an 
added dimension in safety control so 
essential to Olympic gymnastics training. 


« Gymnast 


Write for Free 
Color Brochure To: 
INTERNATIONAL 
GYMNASTICS CAMP 
R.D. 3, Box 3597C 
Stroudsburg, Pa. 
18360 

717-629-0244 


ABIE GROSSFELD 

IGC's new gym- 
nastics facility has I 
virtually every c 
celvable training I 
device for learning I 
the latest intricate f 
skills. I doubt if there <■ 

Is a better gymnastics facility in the world. 

Able Gross! aid, 1981 National Coach, 19 BOUSA-Chlna 
Coach, 1972 Olympic Coach. 

FRANCIS ALLEN 

In my travels around 
the world in the last 
several years, I have 
never witnessed 
training facilities as 
have been developed 
at IGC. From my own 
club program youngsters to the several 
world class athletes I have on my universi- 
ty team, these facilities optimize their 
potential for learning and perfecting any 
gymnastic skill that I have ever observed. 
As Olympic Coach for the 1980 Team, I feel 
as though this training facility would have 
been Ideal for our preparation for the 
Moscow Games. 



INTERNATIONAL 

GYMNASTICS 

* 

TRAINING CAMP 


1982 

Camp Schedule 

June 20 - June 26 
June 27 - July 3 
July 4 - July 10 
July 11 - July 17 
July 16 - July24 
July 25 - July 31 
August 1 - August 7 
August 8 - August 14 
August 15 - August 21 
August 22 - August 28 


Camp Philosophy u 8 

Gymnastics is the basic training for all 
sports. We feel there Is no other activity 
that develops the body as well. Our 
campers are provided the opportunity to 
develop strength, flexibility, coordination, 
agility and endurance through our skills 
program. Not everyone who becomes in- 
volved with gymnastics will continue. 
However, we know from our experience 
that the skills gained as a gymnast carry 


over In many of life's activities. 

Our main concern Is the further develop- 
ment of our campers as gymnasts, but a 
most Important part of any camp ex- 
perience is the friendships made with peo- 
ple from around the country and the world. 
Because of our International reputation, 
our campers and staff come from the 
United States, Canada, Mexico, Europe, 
South America and Africa. 
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